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A REVIEW of times paft, and 
contemplations on future profpeds, 
humbly attempted Jor g general in- 
Struétion, and to excite ufeful and | 
plous meditations, at the commenee- 
ment of the new year and century 


or, the Editors’ NEW YEAR’ S 
GIFT, to their generous readers. 


IME its moft intimately con- 
neéted with eternity 
lemn thought ! ! It ts pregnant with 
all its joys, and with all its woe. 
Time will tinifh the whole myfte- 
ry of God, and all the works of 
men. ‘Lime will prepare ali the 
veflels of mercy for glory, and all 
the veffels of wrath for deftruc- 
tion, and feal up all the living to 
eternal life or death. ‘lhe man- 
ner in which every portion of it has 
been fpent, every ation, word and 
thought, affection and defire of 
each particular period of time, and 
of its whole duration, will come 
under a meft folemn and impartial 
review, at the end; and have an 
mportant influence in the final 
doom, eternal life or death of all 
the living. In this view, of what 
folemn moment is it, that all time 
thould be well fpent; and that we 
wifely review our days and years 
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as they pafs? That we recount the 
mercies, the corrections, the great 
and various events of the feveral 
periods of pur lives, and our con- 
duct in each of them? May we 


' not, with a pious pleafure, con- 
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template the promiles and prophe- 
cies which have been accomplifhed, 
and thofe which are rapidly fulfil. 
ling and the progrefs which is ma- 
king in the work of redemption? 
The changes which a fhort time 
nakes in individaals,in families, in 
kingdoms, in the church of God, 
in the natural and moral ftate of 
the world? Will not contempla- 
tions like thefe, awake our grati- 
tude, increafe our faith, excite 
our diligence, watchfulnefs and 
activity? How naturally and co- 
gently does the interefting period 
to which we are arrived, at the 
clofe of another year, and of the 
eighteenth century, and at the come 
mencement of a new year, and 
new century, invite and prefs us 
to thefe contemplations ? 

Every year is productive of e- 
vents fulema, valt and wonderful. 
It terminates the lives of millions, 
and, like an irrefiftible current, 
bears on the dying children of men 
to the grave, to judgment and ctere 
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nity. It appears, from bills of 
mortality, that in this healthful 
climate, one half of the number 
of thofe who are born into the 
world die under twenty years of 
age ; and it is computed that, ta- 
king the world at large, one half 
of the human race die under fev- 
enteen. It is eftimated that in ten 
years more, including thofe who 


are born and die in that period, and | 


out of the number of thofe who 
were more than feventeen, at the 
commencement of the ten years, 
another number dies equal to the 
other half of all the inhabitants 
upon the earth: fo that in about 
twenty-feven years a number dies 
equal to that of all the inhabitants 
upon the globe. Some have elfti- 
mated the inhabitants of the earth 
at a thoufand millions; others at 
nine hundred and fifty or fixty 
millions. According to the firft of 
thefe eftimates,there die annually a- 
bout thirty feven millions of people ; 
about feven hundred and twelve 
thoufand every week, one hundred 
and one thoufand, feven hundred 
and fifty daily ; four thoufand, two 
hundred and thirty nine cach hour; 
and about feventy every minute. 
On the loweft computation of nine 
hundred and fifty millions of in- 
habitants, there die yearly thirty- 
five millions, one hundred eighty- 
five thoufand, one hundred and 
eighty-five ; every week, fix hun- 
dred feventy-fix thoufand, fix hun- 
dred and thirty-eight; in each 
day, ninety-fix thoufand, fix hun- 
dred and fixty-two; every hour, 
four thoufand and twenty-feven; 
and fixty-feven every minute. A- 
mazing mortality! What an afton- 
ifhing ftream of fouls is rapidly 
borne on with the tide of time, 
continually fhooting into the ocean 
of eternity, and appearing before 
God in judgment! 

In this view it appears that the 





earth changes the whole number 
of its inhabitants, at leaft three 
times and an half every century. 
During the paft century four kings 
and one queen have reigned on 
the throne of Great Britain. Wil- 
liam and Mary, queen Anne, 
George the firft and fecond, with 
their courtiers, generals, admirals, 
captains and mighty men, are no 
more. ‘T’he Lewis’es, who reign- 
ed with fuch power in France, are 
gone down to the fides of the pit. 
Royalty has been abolifhed in that 
nation ; conftitutions and tyrants, 
in quick fuccefhon, have followed 
each other, and vanifhed away. 
Kingdoms and republics have been 
fhaken and demolifhed by the 
French revolution ; and the polit- 
ical and religious ftate of Europe 
have undergonea wonderful change. 
France, in her mighty ftruggle for 
liberty, has enflaved herfelf and 
many of her neighbours. The 
laft century has not only changed 
the face of Europe but of the 
whole world. 

If we come nearer home, and 


‘review America, New England 
and Conne€ticut, the retrofpect 


will be inftruétive, folemn and af- 
fecting. Since the commencement 
of the laft century, all the vene- 
rable fathers, then conduéting the 
affairs of church and ftate, in New 
England and the American colo- 
nies, with their children, and moft 
of their children’s children, are 
gone down tothe grave. Their 
wifdom, piety, beauty, influence 
and lives have all been Joft in- the 
ravages of time. In Connetticut, 
which, at the beginning of the 
century was {mall, containing not 
more than about fourteen thoufand 
inhabitants, thirty-eight churches, 
and about the fame number of el- 
ders, there have died ten goverh- 
ors, with their council and officers : 
and nine prefidents, or chief 15 
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ftrugtors of the college. The fel- 
lows and tutors whe aflifted them, 
generally flumber with them in the 
duft. About three hundred min- 
ifters, who fhone as lights in this 
part of the church, have been ex- 
tinguifhed, and new ftars and con- 
{tellations have arifen to illuminate 
her firmament, and to guide her 
fons, in their fucceflive generations, 
to virtue and glory. ‘The nume- 
rous hearers, who once aflembled 
with thofe preachers of righteouf- 
nefs, in the houfe of God, and 
hung upon their lips, with them 
have clofed their eyes in death, and 
fpread their graves around them in 
the place of burial. The priefts 


and the people are gone to judg- 


ment, and are now reaping accord- 
ing to what they had fown. Shall 
we not, in this affecting view, while 
we contemplate the death of kings, 
the fall of empires, the mortality 
of rulers, teachers and all men, 
make a folemn paufe and give our- 
felves time for meditation ? While 
we drop our tears over the graves of 
our anceftors and fathers, fhall we 
not learn wifdom ? Are we not, in 
view of the ravages of time and 
death, forcibly imprefled with 
God’s infinite abhorrence of fin, 
and with his inflexible juftice and 
veracity in the execution of his 
threatenings 2? Efpecially, fince 
death came into the world by fin, 
and all its preceding fickneffes and 
pains, its final agonies and dread- 
ful {ting, in the divine eftimation, 
are no more than a juft teftimony 
againft it? And fince its univerfal 
reign is only the continual exe- 
cution of the fentence, unto 
DUST SHALT THOU RETURN ? 
Have we not a {triking evidence, 
in the inflexible execution of this, 
from generation to generation, that 
God will execute all his threaten- 
ings, and that the wicked fhall not 
be unpunifhed! While we con- 
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template the amazing ravages of 
death, fhall we not think of death 
and judgmentourfelves? Howfoon 
the Editors and readers of this 
Magazine will be no more? Shall 
we not learn to live, and Jearn to 
die ? Shall not this be the univer- 
fal prayer, O Lord, fo teach us to 
number our days, that we may ap- 
ply our hearts unto wifdom? Do 
we fee kings, counfellors and judg- 
es of the earth, the wife, the beau- 
tiful and the ftrong covered with 
clods and worms, and refleé&t how 
{con we fhall be like them, and 
fhall it not mortify our pride, bring 
down every high imagination, and 
clothe us with humility ? 

Have we lived another year, 
while fo many millions have died, 
what fovereign goodnefs, what ad- 
mirable patience and long fuffering 
have been exercifed towards us ? 
What heart felt gratitude and ani- 
mated thankfgivings do they chal- 
lenge ? If uncommon health, peace 
and plenty have pervaded this 
{tate ; if when according to the 
common rate of mortality there 
die out of it annually not lefs than 
four or five minifters, and between 
fix and feven thoufand of inhabi- 
tants, and we have not during 
the laft year, loft a governor, a 
magiftrate, a judge of our courts, 
not one of our Senators or repre- 
fentatives in Congrefs, nor a min- 
ifter of the gofpel, fhould not this 
year commence with univerfal 
praife ? Should not all murmuriag 
and difcontent ceafe, and the ftudy 
and bulinefs of it be thankfgiving, 
ufefulnefs and obedience ? 

But what have been the memo- 
rable events of the paft century. 
What obfervations do they fur- 
nifh ? Wht prophecies have been 
fulfilled ? What fa!lvations have 
been granted ? And what progrefs 
has been made in the work of re- 
demption ? 
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It is worthy of notice that about 
one half of the laft century 4 
been fpent in the moft bloody and 
vio.ent wars, between the moft 
enlightened and civilized nations 
in Europe. More than forty years 
of this period, the American col- 
onies and {tates have been employ- 
ed in this b!oody work, for their 
wn defence apaintt France, Spain, 
Great Britain, and the American 
Indians. Men continue the fame 
from age to ape. ‘They fill the 
earth with vioience ; their feet 
are fwift to Shed blood; deftruc- 
tion and mifery are tn their ways. 
In the courfe of thefe wars, Po- 
land, a popifh kingdons, has loft 
her dominion and ceafed to be a 
diftiné nation. The throne of 
the Lewis’es, the moft zealous and 
powerful fupporters of the papal 
interc{t in France, has been over- 
thrown, and royalty extinguifhed. 
‘The hierarchy of France is annihi- 
fated ; the wealth, tyranny and 
influence of the Romifh clergy, 
in amanner, are nomore. The 
holy Father has been driven from 
his royal feat at Rome, been made 
to wander as a fugitive and been 
fubjeted to live on a penfion. 
The popth countries have been ex- 
ceedingly impoverifhed and weak- 
ened by the war; their kings and 
princes have been deprived of their 
government, and republics have 
been overthrown.  Previoufly to 
thefe events, the order of Jefuirs 
had been abolifhed, and the inqui- 
fition, in molt of the papal king- 
doms, either totally fupprefled, or 
rendered far lefs bloody and intol- 
erable. By thefe events the rich- 
€s, power, influeucc, fupporters 
and a'l the refources of the pope 
are diminifhed, and he is reduced 





comparatively to a cypher. The 
myftical Euphrates is dried up, 
and the mighty river is reduced to 


2 common precarious ftream. 


Notwithftanding thefe wart and 
revolutions, vaf{t improvements 
have been made in Europe and 
America’ Great advances have 
been made in philofophy,aftronomy, 
in law, jurifprudence, phyfic and 
ail the ufeful arts and feiences. 
The progrefs of manufactures, 
navigation, commerce, hufbandry, 
civ ilization, and a general acquain- 
tance with the world has been rap- 
id, and without a parallel in any 
former century. But, at the fame 
time, deifm, atheifm, the moft 
blafphemous, filthy and abomina- 
ble doftrines, inconfiftent with all 
the maxims of common decency, 
of chaftity and common fenfe, 
have been broached, and with 
great art and affiduity fpread abroad 
in various parts of Europe. Mor- 
als equally bafe and abominable 
have been the confequence. Con- 
fpiracies have been tormed againtt 
all religion and good government, 
which have produced the French 
revolution, filling Europe, and 
other parts of the world, with 
blood and carnage. In thiefe 
events, has doubtlefs been fulfilled, 
at leaft in part, that notable pre- 
diction under the fixth vial of the 
thrée unclean fpirits, which were 
to go forth unto the kings of the 
earth, and of the whole world to 
gather them to the battle of that 
great day of God Almighty.* 
Thefe events, while they have ful- 
filled the words of God, have de- 
monflrated, that no external light 
and advantages are fufficient to re- 
ftrain the lufts of men and make 
them good ; that nothing but the 
energies of the divine {pint can 
produce thefe happy effets. They 
alfo exhibit convincing evidence 
how men may decline in religion, 


| when they make great prog srefs in 
| every thing elfe ; and to what af- 





Revelation xvi. 13, 14. 
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tonifhing lengths of wickednefs 
they will proceed, when left to 
themfelves, without divine re- 
ftraints. 

In New-England and America, 
events have not been lefs important, 
nor has the progrefs of literature, 
and whatever ts ufeful and amelio- 
rating to the {tate of man been Icfs 
rapid. Fifteen or fixteen new col 
leses, and numerous academics, 
have been founded, and knowledge 
univerfally diffufed Populatior 
and fettlement, the increafe of na- 
vigation, commerce and hufbandry 
have exceeded all parallel. From 


itants are increafed to as many mil- 
tions Our navigation, a century 





merican churches. 
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one hundred and rei a have 
been honored with the fe: it of ma- 
giftracy ; and nearly eight hundred 
have fhone as luminaries in the A- 
Others have 
been eminent in the profeflions of 
law, phyfic, natural philofophy 
of ecclefiaftical hiftory, and of ie 
learned languages. The ftate a- 
bounds in academies and {chool 
and with refpect to the degree as 
natura! and moral inftruétion, with 
— it 1S ey rene d, 
The inhabitants 
herve not oly fettled, cultivated 


and peopled Conneéticut, but have 
a few hundred thoufand our inhab- 


ago, was next to nothing, and now | 


flag of the United States is 


difplayed in the ports of almoft ev- | 


ery commercial nation upon the 
elatie Their fhipping, in the 
er of its tons, exceeds that 


y any other nation, Great-Brit- | 


ain excepted. ‘The Old colonies, 

now ftates, have been greatly en- 

apes and fi 
re been added. 

‘Catateik, from about fourtcen 
or fifteen thoufand inhabitants, ha 
increafed to two hundred and fifty 

rfixty thoufand. Within its lim- 
its, there were about thirty-eight 
nm vin ifters and the fame number of 
hurches. At the commencement 
of the eighteenth century, it was a 
valt wildernefs, except 
centre of the towns. 
with beautiful 
towns and 


like a wel 


villages, 
cities, amd appears 
cultivated ¢: inden. 
has been founded, which 
lem confidering its {mal 
cndowments for many years at firlt, 
oeyond all parallel ; and has been a 
iource of bleflings to the churchand 
commonwealth. More than two 
hundred perfons 


thoufand and five 
have evecsivall’ itshonors. Ofthefi 


ere L 


hiaS pro 


ur or five new ones | 


done much to plant, people and 
formchurches inal! the other {tates. 
Her inhabitants have fettled Me- 
nus in Nova Scotia, Wyoming in 
Penrfylvania, large and numerous 
traéts in Maflachufetts, New-York, 

New-Hampthire, New-Jerfey and 
Vermont. Liven at Mufkingum, 
they have made important fettle- 
ments. Her fons are prefidents of 
colleges, heads of academies, min- 
ilters of the ch urches, and teach- 
ers of {chools in the other ftates ; 


| miffonaries to the new fettlements, 


jut in the | 
Now it is | 
| {cheols, and the 





and to the heathen. ‘Thus has 
God, in his provid nee, enlarged 
his church and carried on the werk 
of redemption in ths teetie fate ; 
and by her enterpnfe and inftru- 
- nta lity in others. This has 

been further effected bythe increaf2 


of the inhabitants and churches of 


New-England, and of the United 
States. The increafe of colleges, 
degree of moral 
inftruétion, is, doubtlefs, condu 
cive to the fame happy purpofe. 
For this end, great deliverances 
have been granted to New-Er ng 
land, and to the fiates in general 
and mighty works have been ef 
fe&ted. In 1707, South-Carolina 
was étnarkshly faved fiom a 
French invafion. In cenfequence 
of a variety of providential cir. 
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cumftances, the Carolinians totally 
defeated the enemy, and took 
Monfieur Arbuffet, the comman- 
der in chief, more than two hun- 
dred men and one fhip with a num- 
ber of naval officers on board.* 
The fouthern ftates, at other times, 
experienced a moft gracious pro- 
tection from the deligns of the 
French and Spaniards and their 
Indians. 

The deliverance of New-Eng- 
land from theformidable armament 
under the command of the Duke 
D’Anville, in 1746, is one of the 
moft remarkable events recorded 
in hiftory. ‘The Duke was con- 
fidered as a nobleman in whofe 
courage and condu& the French 
nation could repofe the utmoft con- 
fidence. Tle was furnifhed with 
a fine fleet of eleven fhips of the 


line, and thirty other fhips and | 


velle!s of war, from thirty to ten 
guns ; and with tranfports carrying 
between three and four thoufand 
regular troops, who, on their arri- 
val at Nova Scotia, were to be 
joined by all the force which the 
Canadians and their Indians could 
furnifh. ‘This formidable arma- 
ment was ready to fail as early as 
the firft of May, but the Almigh- 
ty Isid an embargo upon it, by 
contrary winds fo that it could not 
leave the coafts of France until 
the latter, part of June. It was 
then either fo becalmed, or fo per- 
petually harraffed with ftorms, that, 
like the chariots of Pharaoh in the 
red fea, it moved heavily. Six 
fhips of the line became fo difa- 
bled by ftorms, or the men were 
fo fickly that they were obliged to 
return to France, or to put in at 
the Welt-Indies. The admiral 
did not arrive at Chebuéto until the 
12th of September. On his ar- 





* The officers offered ten thoufand 
pieces of cight for their redemption. 
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rival, he found but one fhip, which 


had made port before him. One 
fhip and a few tranfports arrived 
with him. ‘The report of his ar- 
rival fhook the firmeft minds in 
New-England. ‘The whole coun. 
try was in alarm. ‘The good peo- 
ple were on their knees pleading 
for divine aid. One half of the 
militia of Maffachufetts and Con- 
necticut were draughted for the 
defence of Bofton. The other 
was referved for the defence of 
the fea coaft. In a few days, 
nearly 5000 of the militia arrived 
at Bofton. But the chief depen- 
dance under God was on a Brit- 
ith fleet, which it was hoped, 
would arrive to their afhftance. 
But the fame invifible hand, which, 
unkrown to them had been ope- 
rating, {till wrought for their falva- 
tion. ‘The admiral, finding his 
plans totally deranged, his fhips 
and troops not arriving, was fo 
affected, that it either brought on 
him an apopleétic fit, or he drank 
poifon, and was no more. The 
fecond in command, contempla- 
ting all thefe difafters, finding his 
men exceeding fickly and dying 
faft, his officers divided in their 
opinions, appeared to be {truck with 
a divine terror, and lofing his rea- 
fon, ran himfelf through with his 
fword. The third in command 
was a man of courage and experi- 
ence, and determined to do fome- 
thing worthy of his king and nation. 
Neverthelefs the great mortality 
which attended the troops and fea- 
men, contrary winds, and various 
untoward circumftances, obliged 
him to return, without effecting the 
leaft thing again{t the country. 
Our fathers ftood {till and faw the 
falvation of God. 

The capture of Cape Breton 
and Quebec, and the conquelt of 
all Canada, in the years 1758 and 
1759, were memorable events, of 





2801. ] 


great confideration to the then 
Britifh colonies. The French had 
for more than half a centary been 
planning their total fubjugation ; 
and had almoft compaffed them on 
the land fide with fortifications, 
which were all encroachments on 
the colonial dominions. But prov- 
idence fo fpirited Great Britain 
and the colonies againft them, and 
crowned their exertions with fuch 
fuccefs, that the enemy fell into 
the pit which they had digged for 
their neighbors. It gave a fine 
opportunity for the colonies to reft, 
populate, enlarge their fettlements, 
and increafe their wealth and im- 

rtance. It exceedingly weak- 
ened the papal intereft in America, 
and greatly increafed the proteftant 
territories, churches and intereft in 
this country. It was one import- 
ant link in the great chain of e- 
vents, which prepared the way for 
the United States to poffefs that 
extent of territory, and growing 
profperity, which have fallen to 
their portion. How remarkable 
is it, that thofe very fortreffes, 
which were erected for their dif- 
trefs and ruin, have been delivered 
into their power, and are means of 
their convenience, enlargement and 
defence ? 

The American revolution, by 
which thefe United States have 
{prung up as a free, fovereign and 
independent nation and power, a- 
mong the kingdoms of men, and 
in fo fhort a time rifen to their 
prefent {tate of {trength, opulence, 
profperity and refpedctability, is one 
of the great and wonderful events 
of the paft century. God has 
not only wonderfully protected 
and enlarged the American church, 
but watered it with heavenly dews 
and fhowers. She hath feen hap- 
py days of fpiritual reviving aud 
refrefhment. The great revival, 
which began in fome places in the 
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years 1734, 35, and 36, and be- 


came more general in 1741, never 
will be forgotten in New- England. 
The fame was experienced in fome 
good meafure in New-York, New- 
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, and in vari- 
ous places in the more fouthern 
colonies. ‘The college in New- 
Jerfey, a little after the middle of 
the century, experienced a moft 
gracious vilitation. A fmall por- 
tion of the fame bleffed work was 
experienced, about the year 1757, 
in Yale college. About the year 
1780 or 1781, there was a great 
revival of religion in Dartmouth 
college. By thefe feafons of fal- 
vation, a number of young men 
were raifed up, who in their day 
have been experimental and pow- 
erful preachers of the gofpel, and 
fignal bleffings to the churches of 
Chrift. At the fame time when 
the college at Hanover was thus 
vifited, the neghboring towns in 
the weftern part of New-Hamp- 
fhire participated in the heavenly 
fhower. In 1783, a confiderable 
number of towns in the county of 
Litchfield, and in Berkfhire in 
Maflachufetts, enjoyed a precious 
harvett, in which many fouls ap- 
peared to be gathered unto Chrift. 
The faints were excecdingly re- 
frefhed and animated, and the 
churches greatly enlarged. Be- 
fides thefe more general revivals, 
particular towns and parifhes in this 
{tate, and fome of the other {tates, 
have been gracioufly vifited, when 
in the churches and congregations 
round them there has been nothing 
fpecial. 

In the late awakenings and in- 
gathering of fouls, which fo ma- 
ny places have experienced, for 
two or three years paft, and which 
fome are flill experiencing, Chrift 
hath appeared, walking in the 
midft of the golden candlefticks, 
with greater power and glory than 
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cumftances, the Carolinians totally 
defeated the enemy, and took 
Monfteur Arbuffet, the comman- 
der in chief, more than two hun- 
dred men and one fhip with a num- 
ber of naval officers on board.* 
‘The fouthern ftates, at other times, 
experienced a moft gracious pro- 
tedtion from the defigns of the 
French and Spaniards and their 
Indians. 

The deliverance of New-Eng- 
land from the formidable armament 
under the command of the Duke 
D’Anville, in 1746, is one of the 
moft remarkable events recorded 
in hiftory. ‘The Duke was con- 





courage and condu& the French 
nation could repofe the utmoft con- 
fidence. He was furnifhed with 
a fine fleet of eleven fhips of the 
line, and thirty other fhips and 
vefle!s of war, from thirty to ten 
guns ; and with tranfports carrying 
between three and four thoufand 
regular troops, who, on their arri- 
val at Nova Scotia, were to be 
joined by all the force which the 
Canadians and their Indians could 
furnifh. ‘This formidable arma- 
mient was ready to fail as early as 
the firft of May, but the Almigh- 
ty Isid an embargo upon it, by 
contrary winds fo that it could not 
leave the coafts of France until 
the latter part of June. It was 

then either fo becalmed, or fo per- 

petually harraffed with {torms, that, 

like the chariots of Pharaoh in the 

red fea, it moved heavily. Six 

fhips of the line became fo difa- 
Pee bled by ftorms, or the men were 
i, oe fo fickly that they were obliged to 
ae e ee: | return to Trance, or to put in at 
the Welt-Indies. The admiral 
did not arrive at Chebuéto until the 
12th of September. On his ar- 





. Si * The officers offered ten thoufand 
| pieces of eight for their redemption. 





fidered as a nobleman in whofe | 
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rival, he found but one fhip, which 
had made port before him. One 
fhip and a few tranfports arrived 
with him. ‘The report of his ar- 
rival fhook the firmeft minds in 
New-England. ‘The whole coun- 
try was inalarm. ‘lhe good peo- 
ple were on their knees pleading 
for divine aid. One half of the 
militia of Maffachufetts and Con- 
necticut were draughted for the 
defence of Bolton. The other 
was referved for the defence of 
the fea coaft. In a few days, 
nearly 5000 of the militia arrived 
at Bofton. But the chief depen- 
dance under God was ona Brit- 
ith fleet, which it was hoped, 
would arrive to their affiftance. 
But the fame invifible hand, which, 
unknown to them had been ope- 
rating, {till wrought for their falva- 
tion. ‘The admiral, finding his 
plans totally deranged, his fhips 
and troops not arriving, was fo 
affected, that it either brought on 
him an apopleétic fit, or he drank 
poifon, and was no more. The 
fecond in command, contempla- 
ting all thefe difafters, finding his 
men exceeding fickly and dying 
faft, his officers divided in their 
opinions, appeared to be {truck with 
a divine terror, and lofing his rea- 
fon, ran himfelf through with his 
fword. The third in command 
was a man of courage and experi- 
ence, and determined to do fome- 
thing worthy of his king and nation. 
Neverthelefs the great mortality 
which attended the troops and fea- 
men, contrary winds, and various 
untoward circumftances, obliged 
him to return, without effecting the 
leaft thing again{t the country. 
Our fathers ftood {till and faw the 
falvation of God. 

The capture af Cape Breton 
and Quebec, and the conquelt of 
all Canada, in the years 1758 and 
1759, were memorable events, of 
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great confideration to the then 
Britifh colonies. The French had 
for more than half a centary been 
planning their total fubjugation ; 
and had almoft compaffed them on 
the land fide with fortifications, 
which were all encroachments on 
the colonial dominions. But prov- 
idence fo fpirited Great Britain 
and the colonies againft them, and 
crowned their exertions with fuch 
fuccefs, that the enemy fell into 
the pit which they had digged for 
their neighbors. It gave a fine 
opportunity for the colonies to reft, 
populate, enlarge their fettlements, 
and increafe their wealth and im- 

rtance. It exceedingly weak- 
ened the papal intereft in America, 
and greatly increafed the proteftant 
territories, churches and intereft in 
this country. It was one import- 
ant link in the great chain of e- 
vents, which prepared the way for 
the United States to poffefs that 
extent of territory, and growing 
profperity, which have fallen to 
their portion. How remarkable 
is it, that thofe very fortreffes, 
which were erected for their dif- 
trefs and ruin, have been delivered 
into their power, and are means of 
their convenience, enlargement and 
defence ? 

The American revolution, by 
which thefe United States have 
{prung up as a free, fovereign and 
independent nation and power, a- 
mong the kingdoms of men, and 
in fo fhort a time rifen to their 
prefent {tate of {trength, opulence, 
profperity and refpeétability, is one 
of the great and wonderful events 
of the paft century. God has 
not only wonderfully protected 
and enlarged the American church, 
but watered it with heavenly dews 
and fhowers. She hath feen hap- 
py days of fpiritual reviving and 
refrefhment. The great revival, 
which began in fome places in the 
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years 1734, 35, and 36, and be- 


came more general in 1741, never 
will be forgotten in New- England. 
The fame was experienced in fome 
good meafure in New-York, New- 
Jerfey, Pennfylvania, and in vari- 
ous places in the more fouthern 
colonies. ‘The college in New- 
Jerfey, a little after the middle of 
the century, experienced a moft 
gracious vifitation. A {mall por- 
tion of the fame bleffed work was 
experienced, about the year 1757, 
in Yale college. About the year 
1780 or 1781, there was a great 
revival of religion in Dartmouth 
college. By thefe feafons of fal- 
vation, a number of young men 
were raifed up, who in their day 
have been experimental and pow- 
erful preachers of the gofpel, and 
fignal bleflings to the churches of 
Chrift. At the fame time when 
the college at Hanover was thus 
vifited, the neghboring towns in 
the weftern part of New-Hamp- 
fhire participated in the heavenly 
fhower. In 1783, a confiderable 
number of towns in the county of 
Litchtield, and in Berkthire in 
Maffachufetts, enjoyed a precious 
harveit, in which many fouls ap- 
peared to be gathered unto Chrift. 
The faints were exceedingly re- 
frefhed and animated, and the 
churches greatly enlarged. Be- 
fides thefe more general revivals, 
particular towns and parifhes in this 
(tate, and fome of the other {tates, 
have been gracioufly vifited, when 
in the churches and congregations 
round them there has been nothing 
fpecial. 

In the late awakenings and in- 
gathering of fouls, which fo ma- 
ny places have experienced, for 
two or three years paft, and which 
fome are flill experiencing, Chrift 
hath appeared, walking in the 
midft of the golden candlefticks, 
with greater power and glory than 


Le ae 


SS cana eheaidieniiaee «AAG, Se 
: 





ee Fe 
=e 


[ee ee 


— — em 


















ee see 
us H 





a bes 
ri ! 

tnd 4] 4 
ae 





248 On the beginning of the year and century. [Jan. 


the churches have known at any 
former period. The work has 
been more powerful and genu 
ine, and the fruits of love, un- 
ion, humility, felf-!oathing, prayer- 
fulnefs, peace and righteouinefs 
have been more abundant. 
Within this century, the reli- 
gious conititution of this ftate, 
the Prefbyteries, Synods and Gen- 
eral Affembly of the Prefbyterian 
churches have been formed. <A 
general union hath been effeéted 
between the General Affembly of 
the Prefbyterian churches in the 
TWnited States, and the General 
Affociation of Conneéticut. A 
fimilar union hath alfo been formed 
between the General Affoctation 
of Connediicut and the General 
Convention of the minifters in the 
ftate of Vermont. By thefe un 
ions, the paftors and churches are 
brought into a more general ac- 
quaintance with each other, and 
with the general ftate of the 
churches and religion; cultivate 
mutual efteem and brotherly af- 
fection ; are enabled more effectu- 
ally to guard again{t error, erro- 
neous and immoral muinilters, and 
to a&t with better information, and 


tion and influence, in diffufing 
chriflian knowledge in the new fet- 
tlements,and in communicating the 
blefings of the gofpel to the Hea- 
then. 

‘The abolition of the flave trade 
in Great Britain, in New-England, 
New-York and Pennfylvania, and 
the total abolition of flavevy itfelf 
in New-England, and the fates 
above named, with tie amclicra- 
tion of the condition of the flaves, 
in the more fouthern fates, is 
worthy of notice, and has a fa- 

; 


5 « mn ° 
vorable aipe& on human kind. 
re } 
Efpecially, the uncommon cx- 
ertion and charity, of Jate vears, 


exhibited in Europe and America 





for {preading the gofpel among the 
Heathen, the formation of nume- 
rous focieties for that truly apottol- 
ical and glorious purpofe. is a new 
and peculiarly aufpicious event. 
That ardor and union of prayer, 
among pious people, in both coua- 
tries, for the converfion of the 
Jews and the calling of the Gen- 
tiles: the exertions which have 
been made, and are itill making, 
to communicate the gofpel to the 
moft diftant iflands in the fea, and 
to the continents in the four quar- 
ters of the earth, portend great 
good to the church. When the 
fervants of the Lord take pleaf- 
ure in the ftones and favor the 
duft of Zion, he will have mercy 
upon her, and the time to favor 
her 1s at hand.* 

Thefe are a fketch of Some of 
the principal events of the lait 
century. In thefe, doubtlefs, a 
confiderable part of the prophecies 
under the fixth vial have had their 
completion. And by thefe the 
work of redemption has been 
progrefling, and the great myttery 


| of God has been rapidly carrying 


into execution. 


For all the glory 


| the mighty Redeemer hath gotten 
more united and harmonious exer- | 


to himfelf by them, and for all the 


| good he hath done to Zion, let 





our hearts rejoice and render 
praife. While the great things 
which have been done for our {a- 
thers and for us are thus prefented 
to our view, and we contemplate 
our diftinguifhed privileges civil 
and religious, our perfonal, do- 
meftic and public happinefs, how 
fhould we ftudy and labor to briag 
forth fruit in fome happy propor- 
tion to the bleflings we enjoy? Liow 
ought the wonderful events and 


precioufnefs of time, to impreis 
us with a fenfe of its imeitima- 


° S 
ble worth, and the incalculabie 


* Pfalm ci, 13, 14. 
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evil of mifpending it ! How fol- fucceflion, carry into execution his 


emn and quickening are the 
thoughts that fuch an important 
portion of our fhort and precarious 
lives is gone ? Another century, 
another year, with all their fab- 
baths and opportunities, are palt. 
Timehas borneus on fo much near- 
er to death, eternity and our final 
doom. With what ferioufnefs 
ought we to make the enquiries, 
Have our preparations for them 
been proportionate te the rapid 
advances we have been making to- 
wards them ? Have we been ma- 
king, or are we now making any 
preparation for them ? Can we en- 
dure the confequences of meeting 
them unprepared ? Should not the 
end of another year and century 
remind us of the end of all things ? 
Of the refurreétion of the dead, 
of the diffolution of the world, 
and of that grand affize, in which 
all who have lived in the world, 
and died out of it, with all the 
holy and apoftate angels, will meet 
together, and receive their final 
award ? 

A. new year and century are now 
commencing. The events of it 
will be vaft and momentous ; and 
the earth will be mightily fhaken. 
The inhabitants of the United 
States, according to their ufual 








| judgments again({t his enemies, and 


effect the great events preparatory 
to the commencement of a more 
pure, peaceful, and glorious {tate 
of the church. 

With refpec to ourfelves, we 
know not what a day, much lefs 
whata year may bring forth. Up- 
on a moderate computation, more 
than fix thoufand people will di¢ 
out of this {tate, before the clofe of 
the prefent year. Some of us fhall 
moft certainly be of this number. 
Many of us, who may furvive may 
be called to weep over our dying 
children, and to commit our dear- 
eftenjoyments to thegrave. How 
highly does it concern us to begin 
the year with God ! With entire 
fatisfadtion, with his righteous 
providence, in dooming us, and 
all the human kind to death, as a 
public, conflant teftimony again{t 
fin?——With perfect fubmiffion to 
his will, with refpeé to all the oc- 
currences of the year, and of time 
itfelf 2? How fhrould we rejoice that 
the Lord reigneth, and that the 


| immenfe concerns of the univerfe 
-are in his hands ? How calmly 


rate of population, will, by the | 


end of the nineteenth century, be 
twenty-five, or thirty millions. 
Death by that time, like a mighty 
deluge, will fiweep from the thea- 
tre of life more than three thou- 
fand millions of the human race. 
Solemn affecting thought! All the 
wifdom, reafon, life and beauty 
now upon the face of the earth will 
be no more. From pa(t and pre- 
{cnt appearances, and a general 
view of the prophecies, we may 
expect that it will be one of the 
moft eventful and interefting peri- 
eds, in which God will, in quick 





fhould we confide in his infinite 
wifdom, power, goodnefs and faith- 
fulnefs, to direét and govern them 


for his own glory, for our good, 


and the great interefts of his moral 
kingdom? As our conduct will 
have great influence on the happi- 
nefs er mifery of polterity, the 
countlefs millions who are yet to 
be born and die, as well as on 
our cotemporarics, how ought 
we to avoid all error and wicked- 
nefs, and to do every thing by 
prayer, inftruion and example, 
and by diffufing Chriftian knowl- 
edge, and fpreading the gofpel, to 
the utmoft of our capacity ? As 
we are probably under the pouring 
out of the latter part of the fixth 
vial, and the fpirit of devils is gone 
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forth, and ftill going forth into all 
the world ; as the battle of the 
great God ts doubtlefs begun, and 
will >e {till more dreadfully fought 
we may expect times of great dan- 
ger, perplexity and trouble for 
ourfelves and the church of God. 
Great circumf{pedtion, fortitude, 
zeal, patience and felf-denial will 
be of the higheft necefhty. The 
language of our Lord to thechurch- 
es, a: this period, ts, “ Behold 
T come asathief: Bleffed is hethat 
watchethand keepeth his garments, 
left he walk naked, and they fee 
his fhame.’’+ 


To conclude, we afk your ac- 


ceptance of our united and grate. | 


ful acknowledgements for the en- 
couragement and fuppsrt you have 
givento this magazine. Senfible 
of the immenfe worth of your pre- 
fent and future happinefs, with 
great defire and affection, we with 
you a happy NewYear. Mayit 
indeed be a year of bleflings to 
you and yourfamilies. Efpecially 


On the Trinity. 





may your fouls be in health and | 


profper. We intreat you to join 
your prayers with ours, that it may 


be a year of reviving and refrefh- | 


ment to al] our churches ; a year | 


| the Word, and the Holy Ghoft : 


of bleflings to the United States, 
and to the whole world. 
are fwifter than a poft, fwifter than 
the rapid flight of the eagle. Soon 


Our days | 


fhall we be gathered unto our fath- | 


ers. Before another century our 
children, and the greatelt part of 
theirs will be gathered, with us, 


to the congregation of the dead. | 
O may we and they fo live and die, | 


as that we may obtain a meetin 

in that glorious world, where fin, 
and death, and time fhall be no 
more ! There may we enjoy God, 
our blefled Redeemer, the holy an- 
gels, one another, and the whole 
church of the firft born, and with 


+ Rev, xvi. 15. 
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perfect harmony and love, worfhip 
him who fitteth on the throne and 
the Lamb for ever and ever ! 


NOTE.—It is obferved in the preceding 
piece that no minifier bas died in this frate 
the laft year. Since the piece was written 
the Rev. NATHANIEL TAYLOR of New~ 
Milford terminated bis earthly courfe. 





On the doGrine of the Holy Trinity. 


£ tyres are feme who pro- 
fefs to believe, that there 
isa God, who yet will deny, that 
there are, in him three perfons, 
equal in effence and glory. There 
are feveral paflages in the old tefta- 
ment which point out a plurality of 
perfons in the Godhead ; but this 
truth, of the facred Trinity, is 
very plainly and evidently expreff- 
ed to us in the new teftament. 
Matthew xxviii. 19. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft.” 2 Corinth. xiii. 14. 
** The grace of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Gholt, 
be with you all. Amen.” 1 John 
v. 7. For there are three that 
bear recordin heaven, the Father, 


and thefe three are one”? =They 
are not three Gods : Reafon and 
revelation afiure us, that there is 
but one true God. Shall we or 
any man fay, that there is in the 
Godhead but one perfon, that is 
the Father; when in that text we 
are exprefsly affured, that there 
are three, and that thefe three are 
one ; that is, in effence or in na- 
ture and effential perfeéticns the 
fame ? Shall we, who know fo 
little of our own being, particularly 
of the union of our bodies and 
fouls ; and who are daily furround- 
ed with fo many myfteries in the 
world of nature, which though we 
mult acknowledge they are incom- 
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prehenfible by us, yet we do not 
pretend to difpute againft,butread- 
ily own their reality; fhall we 
prefume to difpute againft and de- 
ny the doctrine of the facred ‘!'rin- 
ity, becaufe it contains a myftery 
incomprehenfible by us? Let us 
know of a certainty, that we are 
under facred and indifpenfible ob- 
ligations to believe and profefs what 
is fo exprefsly revealed and tefti- 
fiedtous, in the word of God, 
as this truth is ; however much it 
tranfcends our capacity of compre- 
hending it. Men cannot endure 
to have their word difcredited, re- 
jected, and vilified ; and fhall we 
think that God, who hath magni- 
fied his word above all his name, 


will eafily pafs by the offence of | 


The Gofpel a doGrine according to Godlinefs. 





our difbelieving and denying the | 


truth of his teflimony, given 
us inhis werd, concerniug this 
matter, becaufe it contains a myf 
tery in it that we are not able to 
comprehend and fathom? Accor- 
ding to that, why may we not dif- 
believe and rejeét the moft funda- 
mental truths of religion, and the 
very being of God? For, “ who 
by fearching can find out the Al- 
mighty unto perfection?” Let us 
ferioufly take heed, left we, who 
know fo little of our own being, 
and that of other finite, limited 
things, be guilty of vile aud finful 
neglect and difrefpe& tothe tefti- 
mony, given us in the word, of 
the being of the infinite God, by 
difbelieving and denying this doc- 
trine ofthe holy Trinity ; becaufe 
it contains in it a myltery, un- 
fearchable and incomprehenfible 
by us, 
PHILALETHES. 





The Gosrex a Do&rine according to 
Godlinefs, illuftrated in a@ feries 
of numbers, adapted for infertion 
‘1 @ periodical publication. 
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To THE Epitors or THF Cox- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 
THE manufcript which ac- 


companies thefe lines, was com- 
pleted in its prefent form five or fix 
monthsago. It was written in a 
ftate of great bodily weaknefs, 
under which I have languifhed ma- 
ny years. It is therefore reafona- 
ble to expeét, that judicious 
readers will difcover in it plain 
marks of that imbecility of mind, 
which is the natural effect of 
a reduced and extremely low 
{tate of health. Onthis account, 
as well as fome others, I have 
doubt«d whether it would be beft 
to offer it for publication in the 
But be- 
ing now reduced fo low, that it 
don’t appear probable, that I fhall 
ever be able todo any thng more 
or better, towards leaving a pub- 
lic teftimony in favor of that glo- 
rious gofpel, which is fundamental 
to the fupport of my heart in 
the near profpeét of d-ath and 
eternity, I have concluded to fub- 
mit it to your perufal, with liber- 
ty to publifh itif you think proper. 
I mutt, however, requeft and ex- 
peét, that you will return the 
manufcript, in cafe you fhould not 
dire& it to be inferted in the Mag- 
azine; as I have no legible copy 
of it, and with if it fhou'd not be 
printed, to leave it with my chil- 
dren. 

Praying that you may have all 
needful afliftance from the great 
Head of the church, and great 
fuccefs in your important underta- 
king, and requefting a remem- 
brance in your prayers, I fub- 
fcribe myfelf your cordial friend 
and fellow-fervant in the gofpel, 

SAMUEL CAMP, 

Ridgbury, Noy. 15, 1800. 
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The Gofpel a do&rine according to 
Godline/s. 
NUMBER I. 


N the third verfe of the fixth 

chapter of Paul’s firft epiftle 
to Timothy, is this expreflion, 
The dodtrine which is according 
to godlinefs.””, And by the pre- 
ceding context it appears, that 
by this expreflion he intended the 
fame which he called the doétrine 
of God-—the dodtrine contained 
in dis preaching and inf{trudtions, 
and in the wholefome words of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift—that is, 
the doétrine of the gofpel deliv- 
ered by Chrift and his apoftles. 
Hence it appears, that, in Paul’s 
opinion, the gofpel preached by 
Chrift and his apoftles, is a doc- 
trine according to godlinefs—that 
the whole conftitution or fyftem of 
the gofpel, inclu ‘ie of all its doc- 
trines., precepts and inftitutions, 
promifes and threatenings,is not on- 
ly confiftent with, but calculated 
and tends to promote real godli- 
nefs—true piety, in heart and life. 
Of this highly important truth, 
fome illuftration will be attempted. 
With this view, it may be proper 
to obferve, in general,that godlinefs 


is only a different name for holi- | 


The Gofpel a dodrine according to Godlinefs. 


| 
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mife,that the principles or opinions, 
which men entertain, have great 
influence on their conduét, and 
even on their internal exercifes, 
tempers and affections. ‘The Pa- 
gan who believes the exiftence of 


a number of deities, of different 


| 
| 





nefs, which confifts in all right dif- | 
pofitions or affeétions towards all | 


beings, and their proper expref. 
fions in words and aétions. 
Godlinefs comprifes all piety to- 
wards God, and juftice and mer- 
cy towards men, with all the gen- 
uine exercifes and expreflions, ef. 
feéts and fruits thereof, in heart 
and life. ‘The godly man is dif- 
pofed to treat all beings, God and 
creatures, with proper refpedt, to 
render to all their due, and to 
contribute all in his power, to the 
glory of God, and to the happi- 
nefs of his fellow-creatures. It 
may be proper, further, to pre- 


| 


ranks, and fome of them intriguing, 
paflionate and revengeful, luftful 
and deceitful, may natura'ly be ex- 
pected to indulge and cherith feel- 
ings, correfpondent to thefe ideas, 
and to act accordingly. The Ro- 
man Catholic, who believes the 
popifh doétrine of indulgences, 
will naturally feel, as though he 
might fafely commit the fins, for 
which he hath purchafed an indul- 
gence, and of courfe, commit 
them. 

If the gofpel, either exprefsly, 
or by juft and fair conftruétion, 
diflolves the obligations, or lef- 
fens the motives to holinefs, or 
gives a licence, or holds forth en- 
couragement to neglect religion, 
and indulge in vice and wickednefs, 
it wou'd feem as though it could 
not be a doctrine according to god- 
linefs. Butif the contrary to all 
this is the real truth, and that, in 
a high degree ; it muft thenbeack- , 
nowledged, that the gofpel is in- 
deed a dottrine according to god- 
linefs, and well adapted to pro- 
mote it. That this is really the 
cafe, will, I truft, appear, with 
undeniable evidence, from the fol- 


| Jowing particulars, viz. 





I. From a view of the charac- 
ter of God, which the gofpel ex- 
hibits, it appears to be a doétrine 
according to godlinefs. Whilft 
wrong notions of God tend to 
enthufiafm, fuperftition and idola- 
try ; juft ideas concerning him, 
tend to picty in heart and life. 

The character of God prefente¢ 
to view in the gofpel, is inexpre!- 
fibly more amiable and glorious, 
excellent and perfect, than any, 
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of which the mind of man was 
ever able to form an idea, from 
any Other fource ; and propor. 
tionably, better fuited to promote 
real piety. 

Chrift, by affirming that he 
came not to deftroy the law or the 
prophets, and he and his apoftles, 
by frequently citing and appealing 
to the {criptures of the Old-Tefta- 
ment, have made thofe fcriptures 
a part of their teftimony, and af- 
ferted the authority of thofe an- 
cient writings, as a revelation from 
God. Therefore, the character 
of God, which arifes to view from 
the whole of the fcriptures, in- 
cluding the Old Teftament as well 
as the New, may juftly be confid- 
ered as the character of God ex- 
hibited in the gofpel preached by 
Chrift and his apoftles, or in their 
doétrine. 

God, according to the doétrine 
of Chrift and his apoftles—accord- 
ing to the account and reprefent- 
ations of his charaéter, exhibited 
in the fcriptures, is an eternal being, 
exifting from everlafting to ever- 
lafting —independent and felf-ex- 
iftent, almighty, omniprefent and 
omnifcient, the fearcher of hearts, 
infinitely pure and holy—the only 
wife—impartially and infinitely jutt 
and righteous, and inviolably faith- 
ful and true, and infinitely good, 
gracious and merciful—the creator 
and preferver, and fupreme Lord 
and rightful fovereign of the uni- 
verfe—the fountain, and fource, 
and comprehenfion of being and 
of all good. 

According to the dottrine of the 
2ofpel, as exhibited in the preach- 
ing of Chrift and his apoftles, and 
in the whole of divine revelation, 
God is pleafed with righteoufnefs, 
and difpleafed with iniquity—loves 
ihe righteous and hates the wicked, 
and is difpofed and unalterably de- 
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termined, that his love of right- 
eoufnefs, and infinite hatred of fin, 
fhall clearly appear, and be fully 
expreffed, by Ais conduf—by his 
adminiftration. At the fame time, 
he is fo infinitely benevolent and 
wife, gracious and merciful, that 
he is difpofed, and knows how, 
and is able, to provide and lay a 
foundation for, and adtually to ac- 
complith, the recovery, forgivenefs, 
and eternal falvation of finners, in 
a perfect confiftency with fupport- 
ing the authority and honor of his 
law—with being and appearing to 
be infinitely holy and juf—with 
holding fin in infinite abhorrence, 
and bearing infinite teflimony a- 
gaint it in his condué. 

He is difpofed and ready to re- 
ceive into favor, the returning pen- 
itent, thro’ Jefus Chrift—to pive 
him his holy fpirit, to be in him, 
like a well of water, fpringing up 
into everlafting life—to guide him 
by his counfel, whilft here, and 
afterwards, to receive him to glo- 
ry ; and as fully determined to dif- 
play his dreadful wrath, in the juft 
punifhment of the finally wicked 
and ungodly. 

That fuch is the character of 
God, according to the doétrine of 
the pofpel, will be evident to eve- 
ry attentive, honeft-hearted, and 
intelligent reader and fearcher of 
the f{criptures. How undeniably 
evident is it, then, that the gofpel 
doth, in this particular, contain a 
doétrine according to godlinefs ? 
How great is the tendency of fuch 
ideas of God, to infpire the heart 
of him who entertains them, and 
believes them to be according to 
truth, with the molt folemn rever- 
ence and awe of God with ref- 
pect and efteem—to reftrain him 
from fin, and to excite him to love, 
and fear, and ferve the Lord—to 
return to him thro’ Jefus Chriit, 
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and to enquire diligently after the 
knowledge of his wil, and care- 
fully to obey it! 

[ To be continued. } 





Sin neceffarily leads to mif: ry in this | 


avorld and the next. 
{Continued from page 209 } 


T was the defign of this paper 

to illuftrate from fundry con- 
fiderations in the exifting nature of 
things, of the rational m:nd, and of 
focial relations, the certainty that 
thofe who leave the world, in an 
unholy ftate, and without fuch 
ualifications as are required in the 





| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
' 


gofpel of Chrift, muft go to a {tate | 


of mifery. ‘ The end of thefe 
things is death.” 


This hath been already illuftra- | 


ted from the nature of fia, and 
from the impoffibility that an un- 
holy and unrenewed finner can be 
happy, in going to the holy pre- 
fence and place of God. 

But perhaps it may be objected, 
that unholy men do now find many 
pleafures, altho’ their fupreme de- 
light be not in the fervice of God 
and the duties of religion; and 
therefore they may hope to efcape 
that perfect mifery which the {crip- 
tures threaten.—I make no doubt 


but unholy men often plead this to | 


themfelves, as an excufe for quict- 
nefs in anevil way. It is the fame 
as one of the facred writers men- 
tions “ becaufe fentence againft an 
evil work is not executed fpeedily, 
therefore the hearts of the children 
of men are fet in them to do evil.” 
—But they ought to confider, that 
although they are now exempted 
from the extreme of punithment, 
this is no evidence that it will al- 
ways be the cafe. ‘They are now 
ina {late of trial. God is treating 
them in fuch a manner that it may 
be feen they do not chufe him, 
nor his prefence, nor his law and 


government.—He now prefents 
them an opportunity for finful pleaf- 
ures, that it may be known the 

prefer thefe to the delights of fery- 
ing him ; and that they prefer the 
pleafures of earth to the joys of 
Heaven. But on this part of the 
fubjeét we ought to confider, not 
only that God hath faid, they fhall 
be taken away from thefe pleafures; 
but alfo that the courfe of nature is 
removing them continually to their 
long home, where there will be 
no object for finful delight. If 
men, in their departure, could car- 
ry with them the objeéts of their 
fenfual and unholy gratifications, 
and poffefs and ufe them in anoth- 
er world as they do here, they 
might pofhibly be happy there, in 
the fame manner that they be here ; 
but death will remove them from 
all thefe things. —The body, which 
is the inftrument of fenfual inter- 
courfe, mult go down unto the 
grave —iheir farms aod their 
merchandize—their honors, their 
offices, their poflcflions, and every 
thing, in which they appear moft 
to delight, mult be left here.— 
Their amufements will remain to 


| divert thofe, whom they leave to 


fill the places, which are emptied 
on earth by their departure. And 
all thefe things, which are now 
their idols, we are affured fhall be 


_confumed at the fecond coming of 


the fon of man.—Where can un- 
holy men, where can the unre- 


|newed find their pleafures and 





their delights, after they are remo- 
ved from this world? The courfe 
of nature is removing them to 
their end, and “the end of thete 
things is death.”” "The imagination 
which they have, becaufe the 
unfanétified are not now overtaken 
with punifhment, that they never 
will be, is altogether founded in 
ignorance—it is the illufion of 2 
deceived heart, and the courfe of 
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nature is giving them daily evi- 
dence, if they could but fee it, 
that. all the words of the Molt 
High fhall be fulfilled. 

2dly. Another of the caufes, 
which there is in the nature of 
things, to prove the truth of the 
Apoftie’s defcription, that, “ the 
end of thefe things is death”? is the 
unhappinefs which creatures expe- 
rience in the conviétions of an 
evil and a condemning confcience. 
Although the confciences of evil 
men may often be aflecp, it is 
fcarcely credible that this thould al- 
ways be the cafe. The calls of 
earthly pleafure are fometimes dif- 
continued—a laflitude of animal 
nature fometimes deftroys the high 
with for fenfual gratification—and 
misfortunes in their perfons, or 
families, or properties, fometimes 
gives a paufe for confideration, and 
then confcience whifpers alarming 
words to the finful and guilty mind. 
They will be words creative of nuf 
ery ; fora confiderate finner cannot 
approve himfelf ; and felf-difappro- 
bation mult be mifery. As the 
appetites, through natural caufes, 
lofe their ftrength ; as curiofity 
abates ; and as approaching old 
age furnifhes reafons for confidera- 
tion, confcience will begin to fpeak 
more freely. In this period of life, 
unlefs a man be very ftupid, he 
mu(t fometimes think of coming be- 
fore his God; and if his confcrence 
difapproves, this will be an alarm- 
ing thought.— fiction, bereave- 
ment, lofs and difappointment 
will, alfo, at any period of life, 
produce the fame effects. Hence 
we commonly fee them who are 
deeply afilifed, to be confiderate, 
and feel the need of a preparation 
before they can come peacefully 
into the prefence of God. Here 
is a natural fource for mifery to the 
finful. A confcience is paced 
in every brealt, and it is only a- 





{ 





mufement or worldly intereft, or 
an unmolefted opportunity to in- 
dulge a finful wih which lays it a- 
fleep. The confiderate finner 
never approves himfelf—he always 
c. ndemns himfelf.—It is fo ia this 


| life—it will be fo in death—and 


it muft be fo in the world to come. 
In the world to come, thofe caufes 
which now impede confideration 
will all be removed. And no fin- 
ner, who confiders, either here 
or there can approve himfelf for 
being oppofed to God, his law and 
his government. Standing in the 
divine prefence, his own confcience 
will be both a witnefs and a judge 
againft him. He never can ap- 
prove himfelf for being oppofed, or 
for neglecting the duties which he 
owes io a God of infinite reétitude, 
wifdom and goodnefs ; nor for be- 
ing oppofed to a law and govern- 
ment which his own reafon muft 
jultify as right. In the world to 
come, we have reafon to think, 
that the powers of confcience wili 
be renovated, or in other words, 
that the caufes which prevent their 
operation here, will be removed ; 
and the finner’s punifhment will 
be, in a great degree, wrought out 
by the exercife of his own temper, 
and the judgment which he pafies 
on himfelf, thus fulfilling the de- 
{fcription of the text, that ‘ the 
end of thefe things is death.” 
gdly. If it fhould pleafe God, 
to place finners in a {tate of con- 
nexion with each other in the world 
to come, this muft be another 
natural fource of unhappinefs and 
woe. ‘The greater part of the 
woes, which finners experience in 
this world, arife from caufes in 
their own temper and conduct.— 
hey afli@ themfelves, and the 
afflict each other.—They affi& 
themfelyes by their own exceflive 
appetites and paflions which cannot 
be fatisfied ; by their impatience 
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and difcontent ; and by thas felf- 
accufation, which arifes from a 
temper and conduct that 1s contra- 
ry to reafon, to their own bet 
good, and to the revealed will of 
God. They affli&t each other by 
felfifhnefs, avarice, pride, ma- 
lignity and the works of conten- 
tion. —Thefe are the fruits of fin. 
Wherever fin is found, thefe are 
found ; for the curfe poes as far as 
the tranfprefion. Wherever the 
curfe extends the effect will be 
confpicuous. This is witneffed by 


the hiftory of a whole world, in | 
all ages, from the beginning down | 


to the prefent ; and it will be wit- 
neffed through eternity. Eternity 
will give higher evidence of the 


awful effeéts of fin in fociety, than | 


can poflibly be experienced in this 
world. ‘To make finners mifera- 
ble to a very extreme degree in a- 
nother ftate, the Almighty, who 
upholds and governs the univerfe, 
will only have to uphold their ex- 
iftence and the univerfe which they 
inhabit, and to place them in a 
fituation where they can mutually 
aét on each other, and they will to 
a great degree execute the penalty 
of the lawoneach other. Prideand 
felfithnefs in difpofition and prac- 
tice, under the direétion of a com- 
mon created intelleét, with no 

reater means than are afforded in 
this world, will conftitute a hell of 
torment How often do men 
make this for themfelves in this 
world ! Look on an earth filled 
with forrow, and woe ! Look on 
the myriads of finful minds in the 
eternal world, and fee how it muft 
probably be there. Conceive thefe 
minds, by fome laws of exiting 
and acting on each other, with 
which we are now probably unac- 
quainted, brought into connexion, 
with a power of mutually afflicting, 
as a finful temper difpofes finners 


to do !——All filled with pride, ha- 





tred, malignity, and an overbear- 
ing, felf-grafping fpirit, and defti- 
tute of friendfhip, confidence and 
love, through the whole body ! 
This mutt conftitute a {tate of woe 
and punifhment, far exceeding 
what we have feen here on earth 
atanytime. I might go much far. 
ther on this fubjeét, and point out 
various other natural fources for a 
fulfilment of all the awful predic- 
tions againft the ungodly. Nature 
is filled with evidence to confirm 
Revelation, but, at prefent, I thall 
proceed no farther, leaving the 
reader to his own obfervation and 
experience to fuggeft other fources 
of unhappinefs to the finally im- 
penitent which fhall fulfil the ho- 
ly word “ the end of thefe things 
is death.” 

It there be in nature thefe four- 
ces of unhappinefs to thofe who 
tranfprefs the law of God and live 
in fin, we muft then believe with 
the Apoflle that the wages of 
fin is death’’ and that there can be 
no efcape for us, but by a gracious 
renovation and forgivenefs thro’ 
the mercy and by the fpirit ot 
God. 

MINORIS. 





For ree Connecticut Evan- 
GtLicaAL MaGazineE. 


The difference between the penalties 
of the law, and the threatenings 


of the gofpel. 


ID God explicitly 
Quef. D threaten Adam, that 
, th 
in cafe of difobedicnce, he foould fuf- 
fer the penalty of the divine law, 
whatever that was ? If fr and 
yet God could, and did difpenfe with 
it, have we fure evidence, that God 
cannot, and will not in fome fuiure 
period, difpenfe alfo with the threat- 
enings of the gofpel, againft fuch as 
die in unbelief ? 
The queftion divides itfelf into 
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two. The firft enquiry is, Whe- 
ther God explicitly threatened A- 
dam, that in cafe of difobedience, 
he fhould fuffer the penalty of the 
divine law ? 

Anfwer. 1. The language, in 
which the penalty of the law was 
exprefled to Adam, was explicit. 
“Thou fhalt furely die,” or as 
tranflated in the margin, Dying 
thou fhalt die. In this penalty, an- 
nexed to the command, there was 
no ambiguity. No penalty affix- 
ed to any law was ever given in 
more unequivocal terms. In this 
refpeét it was as explicit as poflible. 

z. This penalty gave no encou- 
ragement to Adam to hope for a 
difpenfation of grace, or that he 
fhould by any means efcape the 
evil denounced. But he had juft 
reafon to conclude, in cafe of dif 
obedience, that he fhould fuffer the 
punifhment. For there was no 
unreafonable feverity, either in the 
prohibition or the penalty, nor any 
intimations of grace made by reve- 
lation, or the light of nature, or 
io be inferred from any former dif- 
penfation ef mercy to finners, 
which might fuggeft the idea to 
Adam, that God might, perhaps, 

difpenfe with the penalty of his 

law. Therefore, when he be- 
came a tranfgreffor, he had fuffi- 
cient reafon to confider his cafe 
hopelefs. 

3. Notwithftanding this, the 
penalty of the law was fo far dif- 
penfed with, that Adam had, thro’ 
the atonement of Chrift, an oppor- 
tunity given him to efcape the evil 
denounced. This needs no proof, 
as it is admitted in the queftion : 
And if this is infufficient, the 
whole word of God, and the de- 
clarations of Chrift in particular on 
this fubjeét, bring fuflicient evi- 
dence. 

4. The declaration made in the 
penalty of the law did not howey- 

Vou. I. No. 7. 
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er oblige God, in point of veraci- 
ty, to fee it executed. Had it 
done this, there could have been 
no room left for a difpenfation of 
grace,confiftently with divine truth, 
and God could not have extended 
mercy to him, on any terms what- 
ever, or in virtue of any atone- 
ment, without a fatal wound to 
his own glory, and without fha- 
king the foundation of the confi- 
dence of all his creatures in his 
word. Divine truth is too facred 
to admit of any commutation. If 
it fhould appear that in one inftance 
God had forfeited his word, there 
could no longer remain any real 
fecurity, that he would execute 
any of his threatenings, or fulfil his 
promifes : Therefore God, in pro- 
viding a way of mercy, muft be 
confidered, as having informed us, 
that he had not pledged his word 
to execute the penalty, or we can- 
not reconcile his conduét, in this 
inftance,: with any grounds of fu- 
ture confidence in his truth.— 
That it may be manifeft, that 
God had not bound himfelf, by his 
word, to inflict the penalty of his 
law on the tranfgreffor, it will be 
ufeful to confider the obvious dif: 
tinétion, between a pofitive threat- 
ening, given as a prediction, that 
in the cafe defcribed, the punifh- 
ment /ball be infli@ed, and a pen- 
alty, confidered only as an expref- 
fion of the demerit of tranfgref- 
fion, and the punifhment to which 
the tranfpreflor becomes juftly ex- 
pofed. In the firft cafe, he who 
threatens is bound to execute as 
much as his word can bind him in 
any cafe whatever. But in the 
other, a mere penalty is not a pof- 
itive affertion, that the punifhment 
fhall be infli€ted. And I conceive 
it may be made manifeft, that there 
was no pofitive threatening made to 
Adam, diftiné from a penalty. in 
the fenfe that has now been defcri- 
Li 
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bed. It is true, the penalty of 
the law was given in the words, 
* Thou fhalt furely dic :’ But this 
is no more than the ordinary Jan- 
guage of all penaltics, divine and 
human. They are always, and 
very fitly expreffed in this man- 
ner ; and according to the known 
ufe of language, it means no more, 
than that in the view of the legif. 
lator, the offender deferves the 
punifhment expreffed. 
man breaks the laws of a {tate or 
kingdom, to which he belongs, 
and incurs the penalty, no one 
fuppofes, that fuch ftate or king- 
dom is bound, in point of veraci- 
ty, to execute the punifhment. 
Such penalties are not confidered 
as engaging its truth. States may 
be, and ufually are bound to ex: 
ecute the penalties of their laws 
upon offenders, by confiderations 
of public fafety, and the fuppor: 
of government. But thefe are 
different from the obligations of 
veracity. And hence, al! govern- 
ments, notwithitanding the penal- 
ties annexed to their laws, feel 
themfe!ves at perfect liberty to par- 
don offenders. when they conceive 
that this will be confiftent with the 
public good = =And fo in the cafe 
under confideration, Adam could 
not have known, or have had any 
juft reafons to conclude, that the 
general good would not have re- 
quired that he fhould fuffer. He 
was fatisfied that God was juft, 
and that the law was righteous, 
both in its precepts and penalties ; 
and on this account, and not be. 
caufe he fuppofed that God had 
pledged his word, he had reafon 
to expe& that he fhould fufter 
without mercy. —Thus the penal- 
ty of the law was explicit, and if 
penalties can properly be called 
threatenings, and they certainly af. 
fume a threatening afpeét over the 
Giancr, then the threatcning in this 





When a | 


qualified fenfe of the word was 
explicit. 

The fecond part of the queftion 
will now beconfidered. Whether 
fince God could, and did difpenfe 
with the penalties of the law, we 
have fure evidence, that he can- 
not, and will not, in fome future 
time, difpenfe alfo with the threat- 
enings of the Gofpel. againft fuch 
as die in unbelief ? The enquiry 
amounts to this. Whether God 
in difpenfing with the penalties of 
his law, fo as to provide a way of 
falvation for finners, does not pive 


room for fome uncertainty, wheth- 


| er he will finally execute the 


| threatenings of the Gofpel? To 





this T reply.—1. If God had brok- 
en his word in the firft cafe, we 
might well queltion whether he 
would regard it in the fecond, or 
in any thing elfe that he has en- 
gaged to do. 

2. If the threatenings of the 
Gofpel are mere penalties, and in 
this refpect, of the fame nature as 
the penalties of the law, and it 
appears that God could, and did 
make fuch arrangements, that it 
was confiftent with the fupport of 
government, and the public wel- 
fare, that he fhou'd difpenfe with 
thofe penalties, then we cannot 
certainly conclude that he may not 
make fome fuch new arrangements 
by which it may confift with the 
general good, that he fhould alfo 
difpenfe with the threatenings of 
the Gofpel, altho’ expreffed in 
the ftrongeft language. Theres 
fore, 

3. If the cafe of fuch as die in 
unbelief be indeed defperate, the 
evidence of it to us, mult arife 
from a material difference in the 
nature of the penalties of the one, 
and the threatenings of the other. 
And this I conceive is truly the 
cafe, and that it is moft manifeltly 
revealed to be fo in the Gofpel. 





The nature of the penalties made 
known to Adam, has been already 
confidered. We fvall now attend 
to the threatenings of the Gofpel, 

and fhall attempt to fhow, that 
they are fuch, that the veracity of | 
God requires him to execure them 
againit al! fuch as incur them, by 
living and dying in unbeliet ; which 
was not the cafe with the penalty 
of the law agaiaft the tranfpieffor. 
—i‘hat the threatenings of the 
Gofpel are, in this refpect, effen- 
tialiy different from the penalty of 
the Jaw, may be conclufively ar- 
cued from the confideration, that 
the penalty of the law had been al- 
ready revealed, before the Gofpel 
was given; and therefore there 
could be no need that the penalty 
fhould be repeated in the fame way, 
and if it fhould feem to any one, 

that there might be need of this, 
yet the Gofpel does not profefs to 
be a repetition of the law, or of 
its penalties ; but to be a very dif- | 

ferent difpenfation. It reveals to | 
us, that upon particular terms, | 
which are there ftated, thofe pen- | 
alties can, and fhall be difpenfed 
with. And the threatenings of | 
the Gofpel are defigned to affure 
US, that thofe penalties fhall not 
be difpented with, upon any other 
terms, than thofe which it reveals. 
Thefe are repentance towards 
God, and faith in our Lord Jefus 
Chrilt. Therefore -it is declared, 
He that believeth on the Son of 
God is not condemned, but he that 
believeth not is condemned alrea- 
dy—He is condemned by the jaw, 

and not refcued by the gofpel, and 
therefore the wrath of God abid- 
ethon him. All the threatenings 
of the gofpel, except for the parti- 
cular fin of uubelief alone, are of 
this nature, and are manifeftiy de- 
figned to limit the releafe which it 
propofes from the penalties of the 
law, to fuch as repent and believe. 
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| It has no penalty of its own, but 
for rejection cf Chrift, and this is 
fo circumftanced thet it cannot ad- 
mit of the fimalleft Coubt whether 
it will be execuied, for it falls on 
fuch only, as are condemned by 
the Jaw, and excluded from any 
benefit by Chrift, by the limitations 
of the gofpel. 


4. Befides, the threatenings of 
the gofpel not only limit the re- 
leafe to fuch as believe, but they 
limit the period in which the ben- 
efit of this difpenfation may be fe. 
cured, and confine it to this life. 
They affure us that fuch as negle& 
to avail themfe!ves of the prefent 
Opportunity, fha'! fuffer the dire& 
courfe of law and jultice. ‘They 
declare that judgment fhall be a- 
warded according to the deeds 
done here in the body. All this 
proves, that the threatenings of the 
gofpel are properly limitations to 
the extent of its favors, and fo are 

| predi¢tions, in which God has 
 ledeed his word, that the law 
| fhall be cxecuted on all others. 
They are not mere penalties, but 
declarations which engage God, 
in point of truth, to fee that they 
are executed. 





5. Moreover, the reprefentation 
of the day of judgment, given in 
| the 25th chapter of Matthew, evi- 
| dently appears to be a predittion 
of what God is determined hall 
take place. It is not given in the 
ftile of a penalty, but of a plain 
| prediction. It declares that there 
>| will then be two clafles of people, 
| and that one fhall be juftified, and 
| the other punifhed. This there- 
fore, and other fimilar paflages in 
the holy fcripiures fhow, that God, 
to prevent unbclicvers from pre- 
fuming on his mercy, fince tt is 
known that he is a merciful being, 
has given his word, that nene 


fhall be benefitted by his mercy, 
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except according to the reftric- 
tions of the gofpel. Again, 

6. The law did not fay that no 
mercy fhould be exercifed towards 
tranfereflors: But the gofpel fays 
explicitly, that no mercy fhall be 
extended to any, except according 
to the limitations it contains 3 no, 
not in any future period ; but that 
all others fhall go away into ever- 
lafting fire, and fhall be utterly de- 
ftroyed. Thefe, and numerous 
declarations of the like import af- 
fure us, in a way which engages 
the truth of God, that there will 
be no further exercife of grace. 
The threatenings of the gofpel are 
therefore effentially different from 
the penalties of the law. So that 
the confideration, that God does 
in a {pecial cafe, carefully defcrib- 
ed and limited, difpenfe with the 
penalties of the law, in confidera- 
tion of the atonement of Chrift, 
does not give any ground of uncer- 
tainty, whether he will alfo dif- 
penfe with the threatenings of the 
gofpel, which are pofitive aflertions, 
that the penalties of the law fhall 
not be remitted, beyond the limits 
exprefled in the gofpel. The 
threatenings of the gofpel are no- 
thing more nor lefs, than the ex- 
prefs declarations of God, in ad- 
dition to the penalties of the law, 
that he will not difpenfe with thofe 
penalties, in favor of any, who live 
and die in unbelief, with an addi- 
tional penalty againft finners, who 
have the light of the gofpel, for un- 
belief itfelf. And fo, inftead of 


opening a door of hope for fuch as 


die in unbclief, they are defigned 
to make it evident, that their cafe 
1s altogether defperate. 

Oh that all fuch as cherifh a fe- 
cret hope, that God will fhew them 
mercy, though they die in unbelief, 
hecaufe he has provided the gofpel 
falvation for thofe who were con- 
demred by the law, would feri- 


onfly confider, that this gofpel, a- 

bove all other things, renders it 

evident, that fuch a hope is in vain! 
MIKROS. 
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HE Apoftle fays, 1 Cor. vy, 
g—it. 1 wrote unto 
* you in an epiftle, not to compa- 
ny with fornicators. Yet notal- 
together with the fornicators of 
this world, or with the covetous, 
or extortioners, or with idola- 
ters ; for then you muft needs go 
out of the world. But now have 
written unto you, not to keep 
company, if any man that is cal- 
led a brother be a fornicator, or 
covetous, or an idolater, or a 
railer, or a drunkard, or an ex- 
tortioner, with fuch an one, no 
not to eat.’’ 

All agree that, if a member of 
the Chriftian church become open- 
ly immoral, he is to be caft out. 
But all are not agreed refpeéting 
the treatment, which is to be given 
him, after the fentence of excom- 
munication is paffed. Some fup- 
pofe that Chriftians are here forbid- 
den to eat with him at common 
meals ; others, only at the Lord’s 
table. 

The following obfervations are 
offered in fupport of the opinion, 
that Chriftians are forbidden to 
eat, even at a common table, with 
a perfon, who is excommunicated 
from the church, viz. 

1. The terms, in which the pro- 
hibition is exprefled, naturally lead 
us to fuppofe that, when the apol- 
tle fays, with futh an one, no not 
to eat, he meant, at a common meal. 
In the eighth verfe, the apoitle 
{peaks of the facramental fupper : 
and there mekes ufe of aterm, 
which he appropriates to this gol- 
| pel feaft; but which cannot be ape 
“plied to eating, at a common mea! 
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When he fays, “ Therefore /et us 
keep the feaft,”’ he makes ufe of a 
verb, which he evidently appropri- 
ates tothe facramental feafl ; and, 
which cannot be ufed, with proprt- 
ety, to fignify any other cating, but 
that at a feaft. When he fays, in 
the eleventh verfe, “ with fuch an 
one, uo not to eat,’’ he varies the 
term from that of feu/ling, to one 
which is expreflive fimply of eat- 
ing together ; and, which conveys 
no idea whatever of keeping a _fea/?. 
But, when the Apoftle fays, with 
fuch an one, no not to eat, had he 
meant the fame eating together, 
which he had, juft before, expref- 
fed by keeping the feaff ; it cannot 
be accounted for, that he fhould 
vary the expreflion to one, which 
contains in it no idea of a feaft; 
nor, any thing more, than that of 
two, or more perfons eating togeth- 
er at acommon table. It is true, 
that keeping the feaft, ts eating to- 
gether : but it is equally true, that 
the word made ufe of, where the 
Apoltle fays, with fuch an ene, no 
not to eat, naturally conveys no 
further idea than fimply that of two, 
or more perfons eating together. 

When the Apoftle is exprefs!y 
treating on the fubjeé of Chriftians 
communing together at the Lord’s 
table, and makes ufe of a word, 
which he appropriates to the facra- 
mental action, and which neceffa- 
rily conveys the idea of keeping a 
feat ; had his objeé been merely 
to forbid Chriftians to fit down at 
the Lord’s table, and keep the 
cofpel feaft, with a perfon excom- 
municated from the church, it can 
hardly be conceived that he fhould 
drop the term, which he had be- 
fore appropriated ; and, adopt a- 
nother in its {tead, which conveys 
no idea of feafting, but fignities 
imply eating together. 

Secing the Apottle, when he 
fays, wih fuch an one, no not to 
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eat, exprefles the prohibition by a 
term, which as certainly compre- 
hendseating together at common meals, 
as, at the L ord’ s table ; it appears 
unqueftionable, that, eating at a 
common table, with a perfon excom- 
municated from a church, is as 
much, as ftrictly, and as literally 
forbidden, as eating with fuch an 
one at the table of the Lord. Ner 
can the reverfe be made appear, 
unlefs evidence can be produced, 
(which it is prefumed never can be) 
that the term, ia which the prohi- 
bition is exprefled, exclufively fig- 
nifies eating together at the Lord’s 
table ; or, that the Apoftle’s ar- 
gument neceflarily requires fo lim- 
ited a conttruction. 

It appears that the Apoftle 
is here giving fome new and addi- 
tional directions, beyond what 
were already contained in the epif- 
tle, of which he here fpeaks. He 
fays, “* I wrote unto you in the 
(it fhould be rendered ) epiftle, not 
to company with  fornicators.’” 
He confidered himfelf as already 
having given directions, te the 
Corinthian church, to feparate 
themfelves from that focial inter- 
courfe and familiarity withthe open- 
ly wicked and profane, which all 
would fuppofe was proper and com- 
mendable among Chriftian brethren. 
Neverthelefs, as Chriftians are 
mixed and united in thefame civil 
fociety with others, there 1s a cer- 
tain degree of companying with 
them, to which they are necefla- 
rily compelled by their fituation ; 
and, which cannot be avoided 
without going out of the world. 
This companying, therefore, with 
the fornicators of the world, the 
covetous, the extortioners, &c. 
is not forbidden toChriftians. And, 
as this companying and intercourfe 
cannot be avoided without going 
out of the world, it is manifeft 
that the Apoflle did not mean to 
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include, in it, communion at the 
Lord’, table :-—For he well kucw 
that fuch companying and commun- 
son with the openly wicked, might, 
well enough, be avoided, by Chrif 
tians without their leaving the 
world. 

But he has ftill farther direGions 
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And, as this gofpel was written 
many years before the epiltle to 
the Corinthians, we have abund. 
ant reafon to conclude that it was 
already in thew hands. 

3. It hence appears that there 
is a certain aegree of companying 
with the fornicators, &c. of the 


to give, refpecting feparating from | world. which ts not forbidden to 
a brother, who is a fornicator, cov- Chriftians ; which is neverthelefs 
etous, &c. than were included in; unadmiffible with a brother, who 
what he had already written ae becomes openly vicious. If this 
them again{t companying with oth- | be not the cafe, it is manifelt that 
er wicked men. The manner of | the Apoltle gives no diredtion, re- 
exprefiion would naturally imply | fpecting the treatment to be given 
this. ‘¢ I qrofe unto you in the | /uch an one, but what was contain- 
‘epillle, not to company.—But | ed in the direétion already given not 
* now I have writtento you sot to to company with fornicators. But 
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“keep company, if any man that 
“is called a 4rother be a fornicator, 
‘ &c. with fuch an one, no not to 
*eat.” If Chriltians were not to 
company with fornicators, they 
would know, well enough, that 
they were not to admit them, with 


them, a¢ the Lord’s table :—A pro. | 


hibition of she /efs, neceffarily in- 
cluding that of the greater. And 
if the Corinthian Chriftians con- 
fidered, even a lower degree of 
companying with the wicked of 
the world, than communing with 
them at the Lord’s table, to be 


unlawful ; they, certainly, needed | 


No new precept, or direction, to 
convince them that, fhould one of 
their own members abjure his Chrif- 
tian profeflion and charaéter, it 
would be unfuitable for them to 
admit him to that higheft act of 
Chriftian communion, fitting down 
with ihem at the table of the Lord. 
So much as this might naturally be 
concluded, without any new and 
{pecial direftion. So much at afl 
might naturally be inferred, from 
our Saviour’s own words, in the 
xvilith of Matthew, where he gave 
particular dircétions, how an of- 
fending brother was to be treated, 
if he refufed to hear the church. 





| 


| 
| 


‘ 


that companying with the fornica- 
tors of the world, which is allow- 
able, is not eating with them at 
the Lord’s table: For this may be 
avoided, by Chriftians, without 
their going out of the world. If, 
then, a //s degree of companying 
with a brother, who becomes open- 
ly vicious, is permitted to Chriftians; 
and this difference, with refpect to 
companying, confilt in not eating 
with the brother ; it is plain that 
the eating with a brother, which 
is prohibited, muft be at common 
meals. For this reafon, we may 
naturally fuppofe, it was, that the 
Apoltle, when he forbade eating 
with a brother, &c. made ufe of a 
very different term, from that in 
which he had, jult before, {poken 
of Chriftians partaking together 
of the facramental fupper ; and 
this, fuch an one as imports noth- 
ing more than fimply eating togeth- 
er. The word in the original, by 
which the prohibition under con- 
fiderationisexpreffed, is funesthiein, 
which fignifies nothing more than 
eating with fome one. But all will 


acknowiedge that Chriftians mays 
(funesthiein,) eat with one, who 
has made no profeflion of Chriftian- 
ity: And yet (funesthicin) to eat 
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with a brother, who is a fernica- 
tor, 01 covetous, or an idolater, or 
arailer, or a drunkard, or an ex- 
tortioner, is flridly forbidden.— 
And it is worthy of obfervation, 
this conflruGion of eating with, and 
this orly, comports with the A.pof- 
tle’s general argument, the object 
of which is, to fhow that the com- 
pany of an excommunicated per- 
fon is to be more avoided, than 
that of thofe wicked people, who 
never made a profeflien of chrifti- 
anity. 

To all this, however, it is ob- 
jected, that “a perfon, after ex- 
¢ communication, does not fuftain 
©the charaé¢ter, or relation of a 
© brother : And, therefore, that, 
* in the paflage before us, it is not 
to be fuppofed that the Apoftle 
* pives any direétion whatever, re- 
* fpeting the manner, in which 
* Chriltians are to treat one, who 
‘ is calt out of the church :-—And, 
© confequently, that the brethren 
* of a church are only forbidden to 
‘keep the feaft with a brother, 
‘ who is charged with a fault, un- 
* til theyhave examined thecharge, 
‘ and aéted upon it as the cafe fhall 
* require.” 

To this objection it may be re- 
plied, 

1. That had it, in faé, been 
the defiga of the Apoftle, to give 
direétions to the church, how to 
treat one, who ts now a brother, 
in cafe he fheuld violate the laws 
of his holy profeflion, and be caft 
out ; it would be no more than 
natural to fuppofe, that he weuld 
have exprefled himfelf in the very 
words, which he makes ufe of in 
the paffage before us. When he 
{peaks of one that is called a brother, 
itis obfervable that, to exprefs the 
idea, he makes ufe of a participle 
of the paffive. The phrafe, lite- 
rally rendered, is if any one being 
named a brother, be a fornicater, 
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,&c. One, being named a brother, 
may yet become a perfon of an im- 
moral character : And the direc- 
tion is plain, how the brethren of 
a church are, in that cafe, to treat 
him—eoth fuch an one they are not 
| to eat. But to fuppofe the Apof- 
 tle’s object was, only to prohibit a 
Chriftian church, the liberty of 
| keeping the gofpel feaft together, af- 


ter one of its members is charged 





_ with a fault, Lf? they foould com- 


mune with a gui'ty perfon, is, to 
fay no more, a fuppofition without 
the leaft folid foundation. 

2. But if we refle& thatexcom- 
munication is a mean, divinely in- 
ftituted, for the recovery of an 
offending brother, as much and as 
really as any of the fteps, which 
areprevioufly tobe taken with him ; 
this will give additional ftrength to 
the argument, which fuppofes that 
the Apoftle is here giving direc- 
tions, to Chriftians, how they are 
to conduct themfelvestowards one, 
who is rejeéted from the church, 
He had, juft before, informed the 
Corinthian Chriftians, that a great 
object, which they were to have in 
view, in ca(ting out an effender, 
was his recovery from his fall :-— 
He direéts to deliver fuch an one 
to Satan for the deflrufiion of the 
fiche, that the [pirit may be faved in the 
day of the Lord Fefus. Nothing, 
therefore, can be more natural than 
to fuppofe, that particular direc- 
tions fhould be given to the church, 
how to treat a rejected member, in 
order that this /af /eep, which they 
could take with him, for his reco- 
very, might, through the blefing 
of God, become effeétual. 

And if this be the end, for 
which an offending brother is to be 
exconmimunicated from a Chriftiaa 
church ; it evidently appears to 
be a matter of very great impert- 
ance, that Chriftians fhould know 
in what manner they are to con- 
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dué& themfelves towards him: In- 
afmuch as his recovery is to de- 
pend, under God, upon the treat- 
meot which he receives from the 
church, from which he is rejected. 
And as fach an one is in another, 
and a very different predicament, 
from one who never made a profef- 
fion of chriftianity ; and, his of- 
fences are much more heinous, than 
thofe of the fornicators of this 


world ; reafon, and the circum: | 


ftances of the cafe, all concur to 
evince the propriety, of his being 
treated in a diflerent manner from 
thofe, who always appeared to be 
of the world.—With the later, 
Chriftians are not to company in 
keeping the feaft : but with the for- 
mer, they are forbidden ¢o eat. 

If thefe be the means, which 
the head of the church has inflitu- 
ted for the recovery of an offend- 
er 3 it mult be an inftance of man- 
ife(t unfaithfulnefs to Chrilt, and 
alfo of great unkindnefs to one 
who is rejeéted from the church, 


for Chriftians to company with | 


him even fo much as lo é¢ai. 
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2 Timothy iv. 13. “ The cloke 
that I left, at ‘Troas, bring with 
thee, and the books, but efpecially 
the parchments.” 

The following remarks on the 
above paflage are extracted from a 
note in The Purfuits of Literature. 

“ THIS epittle was written 
from Rome when Pau! was brought 
before Nero the fecond time. 
In the 22d chapter of the Adis, 
Paul was tenacious of the privilege 
of Roman citizenfhip, and it prov- 
ed of much advantage to him be- 
fore the Centurion. It may be 
matter of probable conjecture, that 
he might be required to prove him- 
feif a citizen of Rome, when he 
was to make his defeace, ‘“I"hx 


a the 
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parchmends might contain fome doc. 
uments, or be a deed or diploma 
of fome confequence to the mat- 
ter in queftion. But as to the 
cloke, there is fomething more par- 
ticular. In the original the word is 
Phelones or Phailones, which is un- 
doubtedly a corruption from Phai- 
noles, and it is fo read in fome an- 
cient manufcripts. This word was 
| probably grecifed from the Roman 
word Penula. This is no more 
than was done frequently in other 
languages and in other countries, 
Whenthe Roman ftate degenerat- 
ed into an abfolute monarchy, ma- 
ny citizens laid afide the Toga and 
wore the Panula, or the Lacerua 
in its ftead. Auguftus highly dif- 
approved of this change in their 
drefs. As the Penula was fo {pe- 
cifically a Roman garment, 5i. 
Paul might wifh, as a flight con- 
firmation of his point, to fhow 
what was his cuftomary drefs. Jt 
may be further remarked that the 
Panula was a veltment which the 
Romans generally wore upon a 
journey ; therefore the apoftle fays 
that he Jeft it behind him at Troas. 
‘This is only written as a merely 
literary remark to hint, that in the 
minutelt paflages of {cripture there 
may be fome meaning ; and the: 
nothing can be fo contemptible as 
a foolifh and profane ridicule, on 
any paflage in the facred writings, 
founded cn ignorance. ‘Yhere is no 
| paflage in the Hebrew or Greek 
| {criptures which will not admit of 
‘fuch an illuflration or explana- 
| tion, etther philologically or critic 
| ally, as may put to filence tiie ig- 
| norance of foolifh men.” 
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FContinued from page 223. ] 


LETTER XI. 
Second letter from the Rev. Eo- 
warp D. Grirrin of New- 
Hartford. 


GENTLEMEN, 

N purfuance of the defion fug- 
gefted in the clofe of my laft, 
the narration, which was then left 

unfinifhed, will now be refumed. 
The late attention of our State 
Legiflature to fchools has led the 
way to important benefits to chil- 
dren, as well in this, as in many 
other towns. In confequence of 
the mew arragements, f{chool-maf- 
ters of ferious minds have been 
employed, who have entered in 
earneft upon inftrudting the chil- 
dren in the principles of religion, 
and praying with them. ‘lhe ef- 
teé& has been, that many fchools 
have been awakened, and as we 
have good reafon to conclude, have 
received lafting benefits. 
of the fchools in this town were 
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hood, and of equal abilities and op- 
portunity ; and it had feemed like 
* plowing on a rock ;” infomuch 
that the hope was almoft relin- 
quifhed of ever being able to intro- 
duce difcriminating ideas into 
minds fo young. It would be uns 
grateful not to acknowledge that in 
a remarkable manner it hath pleaf- 
ed the Moft High “ out of the 
mouths of babes and fuckliogs to 
perfect praife.”’ 

It is hoped that about fifty heads 
of families have been the fubjeéts 
of this work ; a confiderable part 
of whom rank among the moft ref- 
pectable aad influential charaGters 
in the town. ‘This however gives 
the young no juft encouragement 
to hazard their falvation on the 
chance of being called in “ at the 
eleventh hour.’? Had they feen 
the anouifh of fome of thefe for 
neglecting fo long the great bufi- 
nefs of life, it might difcourage fuch 
neglect inthem. Penetrated with 
remorie for the wafte of life, and 


lalt winter under the care of men | for the lax examples by which 


profefledly pious, and very faith- 
ful in imparting thefe inftructions. 
Oat of thefe, nearly twenty chil- 
dren, in the courfe of the winter, 
it is hoped, were introduced into 
“ marvellous light.” ‘The know- 
ledge pofleffed by fuch as we hope 
have been favingly enlightened by 
the divine fpirit, 1s worthy of par- 
ticular obfervation. Important i- 
deas aad diftinétions which it has 
been attempted in vain to give to 
others of their age, appear familiar 
to them. One lad in particular, 
in a certain interview which was 
had with him, difcriminated be- 
tween true and falfe affetions, and 
ltated the grounds of his hopes and 
fears in a manner very {urprifing 
and affecting. It was the more 
fo, becaufe the evening before an 
attempt had been made with chil- 
cren of the fame age and neighbor- 


Vou. I. No. 7, Kk 


ee 





they fuppofed they had corrupted 
others, they feemed to conclude it 
was probably too late for them to 
find mercy; yet were anxious to 
difburden their confcience of ene 
torment, by folemoly warning the 
youth not to follow their fleps. 
“© We are foon going, faid they,,to 
receive the reward of walted life ; 
and we warn you to proceed no 
further in fearch of a more conve- 
nient time to prepare for death. 
We have been over the ground be- 
tween you and us, and this * more 
convenient feafon’ does not lie be- 
fore you. Oh that we could be 
placed back to your age, for then 
we might have hope. If you did 
but know and feel as we do the va- 
lue of youth, you would furely bet- 
ter improve it.” In language of 
this import have they been fre- 
quently heard to yent themfelves, 
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while defpair and anguifh feemed 
fettled on every feature ; all which, 
united, produced fenfations in the 
affected hearers not eafily defcrib- 
ed. 

The power of the almighty fpi- 
rit has proftrated the ftoutnefs of a 
confiderable number, who were the 
laft that human expectation would 
have fixed on to be the fubjeéts of 
fuch a change. One man who 
lives at a diftance from the fanc- 
tuary, and who perhaps feldom, 
if ever, vifited it in his life; and 
who, as might be expected, was 
extremely ignorant and ftupid ; 
has been vifited in his own houfe, 
and in the view of charity, bro’t 
into the kingdom. His heart 
feems now for the firft time to be 
towards the fanétuary, though ill 
health prevents him from enjoying 
the bleflings and privileges of it. 
Another old man, in the fame 
neighborhood, who had not been 
into owr houfe of worfhip, and 
probably not in any other, for 
more than twenty years, has been 
atrefted, in his retirement, by the 
divine fpirit, and ftill remains 
*¢ like the troubled fea when it 
cannot reft.”” 

It has been a remarkable feafon 
for the deftruétion of faife hopes. 
Nearly twenty of thofe who have 
lately appeared to build “ on the 
rock” have been plucked off from 
the fandy foundation. As a cau- 
tion to others, it may perhaps not 
be improper briefly to {tate the pre- 
vious fituation of fome of thefe. 
One had fuppofed that fhe loved 
the God of providence becaufe 
fhe had fome fenfe of his daily 
kindnefs to her and her family. 
She was the one mentioned in my 
former letter, who was brought to 
fee and acknowledge that fhe ha- 
ted the real character of God 
with allher heart. Another, hav 
ing been brought up in gay life, 
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was alfo very ignorant of the ef. 
fential nature of true religion, in. 
fenfible of the deceitfulnefs of her 
heart, and in full confidence of 
her good eftate. Another, accuf. 
tomed to contemplate moral truth, 
in the light of a clear and pene. 
trating intelleét, had miftaken the 
affent of the underftanding for af. 
feétions of the heart. Another 
had been the fubjeét of fome ex. 
ercifes in early life, which had in- 
duced the hope that he was within 
the embraces of the gracious cov- 
enant. But he had become a 
worldjing; and lived in the omif. 
fion of family prayer. Still, while 
under his late confliéts, he would 
reach back, and faften anew on his 
former hope, (which he had made 
little account of in the days of his 
carelefsnefs) until the power of 
the divine fpirit broke his hold. 
Another had formerly refted her 
hopz on fome fuggeftion to her 
mind (fomewhat like a voice) af- 
furing her in time of ficknefs and 
anxiety, that her fins were forgiv- 
en. Another had been introduced 
into a hoping ftate in a feafon of 
awakening feveral years ago; fince 
which, nothing fpecial had occur- 
red as a ground of felf-diitruft, 
except that fhe had fometimes, for 


a confiderable feafon, neglected 


prayer and fpiritual contemplations 
for worldly objets. Anovher was 
firft put upon fufpeéting and fearch- 
ing himfelf by finding in his heart 
an undue appetite for the gaieties 
and vanities of youth. He had 
juft returned from a party of pleaf- 
ure when his conflict began. 
Another was the man mentioned 
in my former letter as having been 
fo oppofed to the fovereignty of 
God, in the difpenfations of his 
grace. The reft, for ought that 
appeared, were as hopeful candi- 
dates for heaven as many profef- 
fors. ¥rom obferying the effects 





which the light of God’s prefence 
had upon falfe hopes, a trembling 
refleétionarofe, * How many fuch 
hopes will probably be chafed away 
by the opening light-of eternity !’ 
The Lord feemed come to ‘‘fearch 
Jerufalem with candles’? and to 
find out thofe who were “ fettled 
on their lees.” ‘The church felt 
the fhock. No lefs than three con- 
verfed with me in one week on the 
expediency of withdrawing from 
the facrament. That fame pref- 
ence which at Sinai made all the 
church and even Mofes, ** exceed- 
ingly fear and quake”’ rendered it 
now a time of trembling with pro- 
feffors in general. Neverthelefs it 
was, in refpeé to moft of them, a 
feafon of great quickeaing and a 
remarkable day of prayer. Two 
perfons have been for feveral 
months under deep dejeétion, 
which at times bordered on def- 
pair ; one, being extremely weak- 
ened by ill health ; the other, hav- 
ing experienced fuch dreadful 
heart-rifings againft God as to be 
terrified into the apprehenfion that 
her condemnation is  fealed. 
Some, after having had, fo far as 
we can judge, a faving change 
pafs upon their hearts, haye had 
feafons of thick darknefs.” One 
perfon, after the dawn of a joyful 
morning, was for two or three 
months overfhadowed with a cloud, 
and by turns appeared in almoft to- 
tal defpair, and notwithftanding he 
had fuch apprehenfions of guilt 
and danger that fleeplefs and 
“ wearifome nights” were “ ap- 
pointed” to him ; yet he verily 
thought, (to ufe his own frequent 
expreflion) that he was as ftupid 
as the beafts, and that his ttupidity 
was daily increafing; though to 
others it was evident that what he 
confidered the increafe of his ftu- 
pidity, was only the increafe of 
43 anxiety about it. In other 
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inftances, the enemy has attempt- 
ed to divert people from their anx- 
iety with premature hopes. 

We have met with little or no 
open oppofition to the work ; the 
corruptions of thofe who were 
not drawn ifto it, having been 
held in awe by a prefent God. It 
is apprehended there has fcarcely 
been a perfon in town, of fufh- 
cient age for ferious thought, who 
has not felt an unufual folemnity 
on his mind. A general reforma- 
tion of morals and fobriety of 
conduét are obfervable through the 
town. Family prayer has been 
remarkably revived. On the day 
of the general eleétion of ftate of- 
ficers, (a day ufually devoted to 
feftivity) the young people, of 
their own accord, affembled in the 
fanétuary ; where, by their par- 
ticular defire, a fermon was deliy- 
ered to them ; and they went home 
generally agreed that one day {pent 
in the courts of the Lord was bet- 
ter than a thoufand wafted in van- 
ity. Upon the whole, it isa giv- 
en point among the candid that 
much good and no hurt has been 
produced by this religious revival, 
and that it would be a matter of 
exceeding joy and gratitude, if 
fuch a revival fhould be extended 
through the world. 

In this work, the divine fpirit 
feems to have borne ftrong tefti- 
mony to the truth of thofe doc- 
trines which are generally embra- 
ced by our churches, and which 
are often diftinguifhed by the ap- 
pellation of Calvinifm. Thefe 
doftrines appear to have been 
“the fword of the fpirit” by 
which finners have been “ pricked 
in their hearts,’ and to have been 
“ like as a fire and like a ham- 
mer that breaketh the rock in pie- 
ces.” It is under the weekly dif- 
play of thefe that the work has 
been carried on in all our towns. 
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Thefe have been the truths which 
the awakened have deeply felt, and 
thefe the prominent objects in view 
of which the young converts have 
been tranfported. The fcenes 
which have been opened before us 
have brought into view what 
to many is convincing evidence 


that there is fuch a thing as experi- | 


mental religion ; and that mere out- 
watd morality 1s not the qualifica- 


tion which fits the foul for the en- | 


joyment of God. People, who 
before were of inoffenfive conduct 
and of engaging focial affedtions, 
have been brought to fee that their 


hearts were full of enmity to God ; | 


and now give charitable evidence 
of poffefling tempers, to which 
before they were utter ftrangers. 


It may be added, that fome of the | 


fubjeéts of the work now acknowl- 
edge that they lived many years 
in dependence on a moral hife, 
(and one of them, driven from 
this ground, tried to reft on the 
Univerfal plan ;) but they are 
now brought to fee that they were 
“* Jeaning on a broken reed,”’ and 
no longer reft on fuppofed inno- 
cence or good works, but on HIM 
who came to fave the chief of fin- 
Ners. Iam, &c. 
E. D. GRIFFIN. 
New-Hartford, Sept. 1800. 





LETTER XII. 


From the Rev. Witittam F. Mi- 
LER, of Windfor, Wintanbury 
Pari . 


GENTLEMEN, ~ 

E have reafon to rejoice 

that the Lord reigns ; for 
as a gracious God, he is wonder- 
fully vifiting many parts of our 
Zion, with his falvation. In his 
great mercy, he has poured out 
upon many of our towns the fpirit 
of grace and of fupplication. He 
has carried on a blefled revival of 
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religion, in fach a diftinguifhing 
manner, as to convince ferious, 
attentive obfervers, that the fame 
mighty power of the Holy Ghoft, 
which wrought fo efficacioufly on 
the day of Pentecoft, is {till dif- 
played in the building up of his 





i church, in the world. In this 
| extenfive work of grace, he has 
| confounded and filenced many of 
‘the enemies of the gofpel, efpe- 
cially that clafs of them, who, 
while they profeffed'y believed the 
facred {criptures, denied the necef- 
ifity of the fpecial agency of the 
| Holy Ghoft in the regeneration of 
finners. For fuch has been the 
peculiar and glorious nature of the 
work, that it has been evidently 
feen to be the work of God, and 
not of man: That, when a Paul 
has planted, and an Apollos wa- 
tered, God has given all the in- 
| creafe ; fothat all has eventually de- 
pended on the blefling of the divine 
{pirit, in making the gofpel effec- 
tual, in the calling of finners to 
repentance. Such extraordinary 
feafons of the out-pouring of the 
divine fpirit are, therefore, worthy 
of remembrance, fince they ferve 
to deftroy the {trong holds of er- 
ror and vain philofophy ; and to 
bring & backfliding people to the 
real knowledge of God. They 
prove, beyond a doubt, that the 
Holy Ghoft operates in the hearts 
of men as a convincer and a com- 
forter ; and that, fince our Sa- 
viour’s afcenfion to glory, he has 
been fent down to convince the 
world of fin, becaufe they have not 
truly believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. As, 
therefore, in the courfe of the pali 
and of the prefent year, there has, 
in the judgment of charity, appeat- 
ed to be fuch a glorious work a- 
mong the people of whom I have 
the minifterial care, it may be ufe- 
ful to follow the example of otheis, 


‘ 
| 
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in laying an account of it before 
the public. 

Previous to this uncommon fe- 
rioufnefs, which there has been a- 
mong us, the caufe of religion, 
for many years, had been in a low 
and lamentably declining ftate. 


But here and there one had been | 


under an awakening influence of | 
the divine fpirit, and brought to a| 
faving knowledge of the truth. 

For feveral palt years, not more 
than two or three perfons had, in 
any one year, joined the church. 
Deifm and other corrupt opinions 
were prevailing, and, as the natural 
confequence, the morals of the 
people had greatly degenerated. 
Family prayer—the Chriftian fab- 
both—public worfhip and divine 
ordinances were greatly neglected. 
The rifing generation, more efpe- 
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I appointed a weekly confereace, 


in the latter part of the month of 


Feb. 1799, for this purpofe, be- 
lieving that the prevailing wicked- 
nefs of the day called for extraor- 
dinary prayer to God. ‘This ap- 
pointment wasfucceeded far beyond 
what had been expected in bring- 
| ing many people together to unite 
in prayer to God, and in feeking 
the precious bleflings of his grace. 
In the latter part of March and 
the beginning of April, of the 
fame year, there appeared the 
{mall beginnings of more than or- 
dinary attention to the things of 
God’s kingdom. Somewere (truck 


‘with a deep conviction of their fin 
_and danger, and others were alar- 


med. ‘This attention to religion 


‘continued to increafe for feveral 


cially, treated things of this nature | 
with great coldnefs and indiffer- | 


ence. 
God with us, at this period, were 
deeply affeéted and alarmed, at 
thefe threatening appearances of a- 
bounding wickednefs. It feemed 
as if a righteous God were about 


up to hardnefs of heart and blind- 
nefs of mind. 


A few of the children of | 


weeks, till it had become fo gene- 
ralin the parifh, that it was judged 
expedient to fet up, in various parts 
of the fociety, feveral religious 
mectings At thefe meetings, 


which were three and fometimes 
‘four in a week, a fermon was 


preached ; and in this way three 


‘and generally four fermons were 
to forfake us altogether—to give us | 


preached in a week, befides thofe 


| preached on the Sabbath, for more 


And what feemed | 


peculiarly to alarm our fears, at | 


this time, in refpeét to our local 


condition was, the pleafing news ' 


we heard of the powerful work 
of God, in other towns, while 
there was fuch a growing negle& | 
of religion among ourfelves. ‘“Vhis 
gave us reafon to fear, that while 
other parts af Zion were fo highly 
bleffed with the prefence of God, 
and the work of his grace, we 
fhould be !eft to our own deftiuc- 
tion. We therefore then felt the 
great need of abundant prayerful- 
nefs, and were brought to cry to 


the Moft' High, for his holy {pirit to | 


Gnners and quickening of his faints, 


be fhed down for the awakening of | 


‘in the knowledge 


® 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 


than fix months together, durin 
this revival. This feemed shit 
fary to prevent diforder among the 
people, and to enlighten their minds 
ge of the gofpel, 
and the way of falyation by the 

Lord Jefus Chrift. From this 
time, the houfe of God was filled 
on the Sabbath ; and thefe weekly 
lectures, in various partsof the parifh 
were attended by from two hun- 

dred and fifty, up to three and 
four hundred people, The atten- 
tion to religion foon became great- 
er than was ever before knowa in 
this paiifh. There was no longer 
a cold and formal attendance upon 
divine worfhip. "The countenan- 


ces of crouded aflemblies were fix- 
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ed and folemn; their eyes were 
upon the fpeaker ; their ears were 
open to the truth, and they were 
pricked in their hearts. No pains 
were fpared to hear the gofpel 
preached. All was folemn and fi- 
lent- Nothing appeared like noife 
and enthufiafm. Many might be 
feen, from time to time, melted in- 
te tears, from the impreflive force 
of truth, fet home upon their 
hearts, byadivineinfluence. Such 
had been the oppofition to experi- 
mental religion, that perfons thus 
affected, with a fenfe of their fin 
and danger, were, at firft, afraid 
that they fhould be noticed and de- 
rided for thefe imprefhons. Many 
of them, therefore, refolyed to 
keep from meeting, where they 
found their hearts fo deeply affeét- 
ed. But, they were fo powerfully 
impreffed with this conviction, as 
to be compelled to refort to the 
places of worfhip; and the cry 
was, ** What fhall we do to be fa- 
‘ved? Is there any hope—any 
‘ encouragement for fuch hardened 
* finners to feek for falvation? Is 
‘not our day of grace for ever 
* pat? Does God offer falvation 
‘to fuch hardened, guilty and un- 
‘ grateful fanners upon any terms 2” 
For they were new awakened out 
of their long fleep of carnal fecu- 
rity, and brought to examine into 
the guilt and pollution of their own 
hearts. They were convinced that 
they were truly wretched, and mif- 
erable, and unholy, in the fight of 
God. They faw that they were 
and always had been the enemies 
of God in praétice, and that the 
temper of their hearts was oppo- 
fed to his law and government. 
They were convinced that they 
had been living, and were now liv- 
ing fuch a life, as mutt inevitably 
end in their everla(ting deftruation, 
if perfifted in. ‘They had fuch a 
fenfe of the depravity of their own 
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hardened, wicked hearts, as to be 
convinced that no power was fuf. 
ficient to change them, but the Al. 
mighty power of God ; and that, 
unlefs they were renewed by the 
{pirit of his grace, they mutt for. 
ever perifh in their fins. Thefe 
deep convictions of foul made them 
fenfible, that however much their 
hearts had been oppofed to the doc- 
trines of divine fovereignty, total 
depravity and falvation by grace, 
yet, that they were thus depraved 
in heart ; and that it was wholly 
in vain to hope for falvation in any 
other way. They now faw, that 
if they were faved at all, it would 
be owing to the uncovenanted mer- 
cy of God ; and, therefore, were 
brought to lift up their hearts in 
{trong cries to him in the expref- 
five language of David, Pfal. xxv. 
i1. For thy name’s fake, O 
Lord, pardon mine iniquity ; for 
it is great’ In the midft of thefe 
diftreffing fears and forrows of foul, 
in many inftances, they were, at 
once, relieved, by an inftantaneous 
change of their views, when a 
new apprehenfion of the character 
of God, or of Chrift, broke in 
upon their minds in a moll {weet 
and glorious manner, in confe- 
quence of which they felt their 
enmity and oppofition to the char- 
aéter of God, and of the Lord Je- 
fus —to the law and gefpel, and 
to the way of falvation therein 
taught, taken away ; and they 
beheld fuch purity and goodnefs— 
fuch fweetnefs, beauty and glory in 
divine things as filled their hearts 
with unfpeakable joy. Overpow- 
ered withthe greatnefsof the change 
under the view which they then 
had of God and religion, they 
cried out, ** What have we been 
‘about, that we have not been 
‘ praifing God before? Oh! we 
‘never knew what happinefs was, 
‘till now. What a fealt are the 
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 holinefs, the goodnefs and the 
‘mercy of God, and the conde- 

‘ fcending fufferings of Chrift to a. 
¢ guilty, thirfty, perifhing finner ! 

‘ How could we ever have finned 

¢ againft a God and Saviour of fuch 

‘ infinite goodnefs ! Oh, how vile 

* we are in the fight of fuch an 

‘hely God! How dreadfully guil- 

* ty and unworthy of his notice ! 

« But thanks be to God, who giv- 

‘eth us the victory thro’ Jefus 

* Chrift, our Lord ; and let the a- 

‘dorable Trinity be praifed for 

* ever and ever.” They now felt 

a {weet fubmiffion to the will of 
God in all things—had done quar- 

reling with his jultice, and had 

fuch an all-fubduing fenfe of the 

purity and glory of his perfe&tions, 

as to rejoice that he was God, and 

jult fuch a fovereign and holy God 

ashe is. Their very fouls were 

tuned to that divine fong, “ The 

* Lord reigneth ; let the earth re- 

* joice.”’ 

Hitherte, among the hopeful 
converts, there has appeared a 
great uniformity in the prevailing 
temper and relith of the foul. It 
has been evident, that whofoever 
is born of God loveth God and 
Chrift, the law and gofpel, and 
the church and gofpel inftitutions. 
It has truly appeared, that the 
kingdom of God confifteth in 
righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghoft: that it influ- 
ences to purityin heart and praétice, 
to peace in fociety, and to joy in 
attending upon all the duties of re- 
ligion, thro’ the bleffed influences 
of the divine fpirit. But, tho’ 
fuch has been the great uniformity 
of temper and relifh of foul, in the 
hopeful fubjeéts of this work ; yet, 
in other refpeéts there has been a 
confiderable diverfity. Their {pir- 
itual exercifes—their joys and com- 
forts have not been all alike, nor 
equally great. Some appear to 
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have had greater and clearer dif- 
coveries ef divine things than oth- 
ers—to have had a deeper and 
more agonizing fenfe of their own 
vilenefs in the fight of fuch an ho- 
ly God, and to have had greater 
and larger feafons of fpiritual re- 
frefhings from the Lord. But 
this has appeared to be true of all, 
that even thofe, who have been 
the moft fearful of deceiving them- 
felves with a falfe hope, have felt 
a moft humble and {weet fubmiffion 
to God, and to the glorious fcheme 
of falvation by a crucified Re- 
deemer. Their views and feelings 
towards God and the Lord Jefus 
Chrift—towards the law and the 
gofpel—towards the church and 
the facraments, and, in fhort, to- 
wards all religious duties have been 
changed. The holy fcriptures are 
more highlyprized. Family pray- 
er is now attended in many families 
where it was before neglected. 
Thofe, who once hated and revi- 
led a religious life now rejoice ia 
it, while they contemplate the 
fovereignty, the holinefs, the juf- 
tice, the mercy, the grace and the 
goodnefs of God, with real com- 
placencyand fatisfaétion. The di- 
vine law, which they once hated, 
becaufe of the ftrictnefs of its re- 
quirements and the dreadful nature 
of its threatenings, they now de- 
light in, as holy, juft and good in 
all its requirements; and while 
they love, praife and adore the Al- 
mighty, their hearts are engaged 
in a willing obedience to his law. 
The Lord jefus Chrift has alfo 
been exceedingly precious to their 
fouls. They have contemplated 
his amazing condefcenfion and fuf- 
ferings to expiate for fin—to mag- 
nify the holy law of God, and 
make it honorable for divine juftice 
to grant pardon and falvation to 
the penitent believer; and humbled 
in the duft for their own wicked- 
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nefs, they have felt that they could 
never fufficiently praife and glorify 
him. - ‘They continue to manifeft 
a defire after the fincere milk of the 
word, to grow thereby in grace 
and knowledge ; an attachment to 
the holy fcriptures and to gofpel in- 
ftitutions ; and an exemplary walk 
and converfation. But, tho’ fuch, 
at prefent, appears to be the promi- 
fing fruit of this work ; yet, I pre- 
tend not to fay, that none will 
hereafter difgrace their profefhon. 
The enemy has generally, in all 
great religious revivals, {catrered 
fome tares among the wheat. It 
concerns all profeflors, therefore, 
to remember, that if they do fpir- 
itually abide in Chrift, and he in 
them, they will confequently bring 
forth much fruit, to the glory of 
God ; and that, if they bear not 
fruit, they will be taken away as 
unfruitful branches, whofe end is 
tobe burned. This work has been 
extended to perfons of different 
ages from twelve years old up to 
fixty ; and to both men and wo- 
men, tho’ to a greater proportion 
of the latter. Since the prefent 
fpecial attention to religion among 
us, there have been fifty-four per- 
fons added to the church, in about 
fourteen months; themolt of whom 
profefied to have experienced a fa- 
ving change in the courfe of this 
revival: and the few others, who 
before had a weak hope, were now 
greatly quickened, comforted and 
confirmed. Sundry others have 
been hopefully the fubjeéts of this 
work ; and tho’ the moft powerful 
period of the revival is paft, yet, 
even to this day, there are favora- 
ble appearances that others wil! be- 
come the happy fubjedts of the king- 
dom of God. As fome perfons 
may de‘ire a more particular ac- 
count of the experiences of fome 
individuals, who have been the 
hopeful fubjes of this glorious 
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work, I intend in a fubfequent let. 
ter to give fuch a narrative. 
I am yours, 
Wirtiam F. Miter. 


(To be continued. ) 





For tHE Connecticut Evaxy. 
GeLicaL MAGAZINE. 


An account of the converfion of 
Amelia. 


MELIA wasdefcended from 
refpe&table parents. Her 
powers of mind were above the 
common level; and much pains 
and care were employed in giving 
her an education which might e- 
nable her to appear, on the ttage of 
life, to good advantage. Her p2- 
rents, inthe judgment of chari- 
ty, were fiiends to piety and vir- 
tue. While the was yet in the ear- 
lier part of youth, her mother, 
after a courfe of diftrefling ficknefs, 
paid the preat debt of nature, and 
bowed to the KING OF TERRORS. 
The father was left a folitary and 
afflicted man. He mourned for 
his deceafed friend with a com- 
mendable fincerity. In {peaking 
of her, the tear of grief would 
{teal down his cheeks, even after 
fhe had been long depofited in the 
cold and difmal manfions of the 
dead. A hearty mourner doth 
not foon forget the dear objet 
of his affections. Noify and 
tumultuous prief quickly goes off, 
but that which ts Fh and deep 
long remains. After a courfe of 
time, when he had pafied many 
a lonely month in forrow, and 
had paid that debt of mourning, 
which the world clteems due to 
the memory of the dead, and all 
that the ftriéteft laws of decorum 
require, the father of Amelia fup- 
pofed the circumftances of | his 
family made it his duty to connect 
agaiain life. He accordingly for- 
ed a fecond connubial relation 














r8or. | Converfion 
From this connection, nothing of 
an unpleafant nature to the family, 
as is too often the cafe, refulted.— 
Amelia was now in that timc of | 
her youth, when fhe thought of | 
little elfe, except adorning her per- | 
fon, and fcenes of gaiety and diver- | 
fion. The comelinefs of her per- 
fon and gracefulnefs of her figure 
made her vain. Her ambition 
was only to fhine in the polite cir- 
cle, and to gain admirers. Ina 
round of fafhionable gaieties feveral 
years pafled. With tendernefs 
end affection, her father frequent- 
ly preffed her to feek fomething 
more folid, as her felicity, than 
could be found in youthful amufe- 
ments and purfuits, intreating her 
‘o repair to the infpired volume as 
‘he fountain of heavenly light, and 
‘o think of another and eternal 
world. Accuftomed to obey, from 
the happy family government main- 
ained by the father, fhe heard 
his counfel with deference. Al- 
though fhe treated religion with 
utward decorum and civility, yet 
fhe could not endure the thought 
f a relinquifhment of what fhe 
called the innocent amufements— 
the harmlefs levities—and fweet 
pleafures of youth, for what fhe 
thus termed the aufterities of piety 
and religion. Ai facrifice of this | 
nature, fhe counted teo great for | 
one inthe bloom of youth. How.- 
ever, as fhe was fond of reading, 
in her leifure hours, fhe would oc- | 
cafionally takedown from herbooks | 
the facred volume, or fome other 
ferious work, and read for a few 
minutes inthem. But fhe did not 
relith them. Her delight was in 
novels, plays and other pieces of 
mere amufement. Neverthelefs 
her memory retained fome folemn 
truths, which had pafled in her 
mind while reading the Oracles of 





God, and books of devotion. 


Recollecting, one day, fome pious 
Vor. I. No. 7. 
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fentiments contained in what fhe 
had read, fhe thought with herfelf 
«I will now fit down and {pend a 
few minutes in meditating on reli- 
gion, which has been fo often re- 
commended to me, and of which 
I have heard fo many excellent 
things faid ; particularly, I will 
examine whether I have fucha s1n- 
FUL HEART, as it is afirmed that 
mankind actually have—efpecially 
in the following words, the heart 
is deceitful and defperately wicked. 
What has been my life? one con- 
tinued ferics of forgetfulnefs of 
God—and a Redeemer, who died 
to fave a perifhing world. What 
have been my thoughts ? vain and 
foolifh. Where have my attach- 
ments been? on the mereft tri- 
files. Can I lift up my eye toa 
holy God?) My confcience ac- 
cufes, condemns and pains me. 
I will refleét no farther. I will 
difmifs thefe thoughts.” 

Difmiffing, as is to be feared 
multitudes do, this rational em- 
ployment of her mind, fhe hattily 
reforted to her ufual mode of fpend- 
ing her time. Concluding that 
fhe had many—many years yet to 
live, fhe had no doubt, but there 
would {till in future be abundance 
of time and opportunity for attend- 
ing to the concerns of her falvation. 
All her circle of friends and ac- 
quaintance of both fexes were gay 
and unferious. They did not, it 
is true, either openly defpife and 
{coff at religion, or fecretly difbe- 
lieve its reality. But they appre- 
hended that it was much too early 
in life for them either to profefs or 
practife piety and religion. Add 
to this, it was atime of great dead- 
nefs and languor in religion, in the 
place where fhe refided. They 
had it is true excellent fermons on 
the Sabbath. The people likewife 
very generally repaired to the fanc- 
tuary on Lord’s day. They were 
LI 
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delighted with their Minifter, not 
fo much for his evangelical ftrain 
of preaching as for his good fenfe, 
literature, exemplary condudt, 
pleafing manners, and eloquence. 
But no one was known to be un- 
der any peculiar concern abut a- 
nother ftate of exiftence, or to be 
in earneft about obtaining eternal 
life. in fuch times of general fe- 
curity, doubtlefs, fome are impref- 
fed, awakened, and brought to 
true religion, though unknown to 
others. Where God’s holy word 
is faithfully difpenfed, we may con- 
clude it will be more or lefs fuc- 
cefsful. Having had many tran- 
fient and occafional thoughts on re- 
ligion, at different times, Amelia 
was at length brought to a ferious 
confideration of her ways. She 
could not, indeed, afhign any fpe- 
etal caufe of her ferious tlought- 
fulnefs. But fo it was, her con- 
{cience reproved her for a finfu! 


life. Great diftrefs and anguifh | 


fhe endured on account of her re- 
bellion againft God, enmity of 
heart to lais charaéter and law, and 
omifiion of duty. 
tion of fin was long, deep, and 
diftrefing. Religion feemed to 
her a folemn reality. Negleéting 
it, confcience would not permit 
her to be at reft. For fome days, 
fhe would have great diftrefs of 
mind, and bitter upbraidings of 
confcience ; then fhe would feel 
but littie of ‘his—would be, in a 
degree, at eafe. In this manner 
fhe paffed a whole year. There 
was no one to whom fhe could o- 
pen her mind in like diftrefs. In 
filence, therefore, fhe bore all her 
anguifh and awful fenfe of guilt 
and deferved mifery. She knew 
not that others ever felt as fhe did. 
Suppofing her cafe fingular, the 
was ready almoft to defpair. In- 
deed fhe was afiaid to difclofe to 
any onc her concern and convittion. 





of Amelia. [ Jan. 
After about a year of fuch anxie- 
ty and diftrefs, fometimes greater, 
and fometimes lefs, fhe experien- 
ced fuch a CHANGE in her affec- 
tions, views, and feelings, that the 
ventured to admit a hope that a 
merciful God, in his infinite fove- 
reign goodnefs, had imparted un- 
to her fpiritual life—that fhe had 
become a new creature in Chrift 
Jefus—and might take hold of the 
promifes of the gofpel. 

What gave her a ray of hope 
was her different views, feelings, 
and exercifes towards divinethings. 





| pleafe the Lord. 


Her convic- | 


They all feemed new and glorious 
to her ; and fhe felt fuch pleafure 
in religion as was unfpeakable. In 
her eflimation no joy could be 
compared to this, to ferve and 
She thought 
that fhe had once in gay and fa- 
vorite amufements enjoyed much 
happinefs, but new it appeared to 
her utterly unworthy the name, 
and when all of it was put togeth- 
er, not fo much as fhe now enjoy- 
ed, in one hour, in religion. God, 
in all his adorable attributes, in 
his fovereignty, holinefs, and right- 
eoufnefs, as well as in his free grace, 
rich mercy, and boundlefs good- 
nefs, appeared unto her glorious. 
The law appeared glorious, in its 
extent and requirements. The 
word, worfhip, and ordinances of 
the gofpel—together with the du- 
ties of religion in general appeared 
delightful. The blood of Chrift 
feemed to be all her dependence. 
With peculiar fweetnefs did her 
mind dwell on the name of her Sa- 
viour.—Shc lamented that religion 
was in fo declining a ftate ; and 
was wont to fay, “ Oh that my 
eyes might be fo bleffed as to feea 
revival of it !” A few years have 
revolved, and fhe has found the 
happinefs. In confequence of her 
marriage, fhe removed from the 





place of her nativity, into a place 
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which, the laft year, was fo highly 
favored as to partake largely in that 
revival of religion, which has blef- 
fed various parts of our land. With 
tears of joy, fhe often exclaims, 
«Oh what fingular advantages have 
people, efpecially youth, to become 
ferious, where there is a revival of 
religion ; when there is fo much 


encouragement ; where each one’s | 


fertoufnefs is an invitation to ano- 
ther’s ! Oh what ardent gratitude 
should go up to heaven for fuch a 
blefing ! What would I have giv- 
en, in my diftrefs of mind—under 
my painful convictions, had there 
been fuch a revival.” 

A people know not the magni- 
tude of the mercy, when religion 
is in repute among them, and their 
minds generally called up to things 
fpiritual and divine. 

This account of Amelia’s con- 
verfion is real and not fictitious. 
To prevent the real name bein 
known a fictitious one has been af 
fumed. Facts in religion are of 
unfpeakable moment. Tor while 
curiofity is gratified, Chriftians are 
inftructed, quickened, and con- 
tirmed.—A day of God’s power 
and grace among a people is a 
GOLDEN SEASON—A PRECIOUS 
OPPORTUNITY, which perhaps 
none can eftimate high enough. 





Death of Leonora. 


GENTLEMEN, 


A S the plan of your Magazine | 


is calculated, under ficti- 
tious mames, without wounding 
the feelings of any one, to intro- 
duce all clafles of readers into the 
apartments of the fick and the 
dying,—to draw atide the curtain, 
and bring up to their view thofe 
tender fcenes, which pain the heart 
of a friend ; which aroufe the at- 
tention, and for a few moments, 
at leaft, folemnize the hearts of 


} 
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the moft inconfiderate ; and which 
prove the value of an intereft in 
the Redeemer, in a dying hour, 
[ have embraced this opportunity 
to relate to your readers, a fl ort 
fketch of the life and death of the 
unhappy Leonora, under this con- 
cealed name. Could I defcribe 
the heart-diffolving fcenes of dif- 
trefs, as they paffed, and as they 
now remain frefh in my memory, 
I fhculd hope, thro’ a divine blef- 
fing, that fome perfon of her age 
and defcription in life, into whofe 
hands thefe lines may fall, would 
for once paufe,—then read—read 
again and again—then afk her- 
felf, why thefe trembling fears in 
death? Why thefe fecrer forebo- 
dings of miley ?—TIs it not beft, 
O my foul, to * Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while (thefe) evil days 
come not ?” 
Leonora was the youugelt of 
three children, whofe father died 
while they were young, and whofe 
mother had married a fecond huf- 
band, with whom they ail, a few 
years fince, lived ina town many 
miles diftant from the metropolis 
of Conneéticut. Their father-in- 
law and their mother ranked in 
the clafs of gay, airy people. 
They rarely, if ever, read the 
fcriptures in their family, and 
wholly negle&ted the duty of 
prayer. ‘Io ufe the language of 
the world, they meant to be de- 
cent people, to fupport order and 
nominal religion, and therefore 
were often feen at church, on the 
Sabbath. But they never ferioufly 
laid the weighty concerns of reli- 
gion at heart,—never converfed in 
their family of God’s appointed 
end in requiring religious worfhip, 
—of the neceflity of the fpiritual 
new birth,—of a future judgment, 
nor of the great duty of Chriftian 
piety: The eldeflt of the two 





























































176 Death of 
daughters was early married, and 
Leonora was about twenty-three 
years of age. She was tall, beau- 
tiful and gay, and of a lively turn 
of mind. Drefs and fhow—balls 
and parties of pleafure, engroffed 
her whole attention. She had no 
heart to engage in the duties of 
religion ; for in her plan of happi- 
nefs, fhe felt no need of it. Nei- 
ther did her mind dwell upon the 
folemn, parting fcene of death, 
which fhuts our eyes upon all earth- 
Jy joys, and feals our immortal 
Puls up unto the judgment of the 
great day. She thought herfelf 
too young to reflect on fuch a 
gloomy change. ‘The world and 
its pleafures promifed her a long 
life of enjoyment, and fhe had 
never felt the importance of being 
prepared to meet her judge, im a 
dying day, as one that had not 
been afhamed of him in this try- 
ing world. But her romantic vif- 
ion of worldly happinefs was foon 
atanend. The fatal fymptoms of 
a confumaption attacked her beauti- 
ful frame, her flefh confumed, and 
fhe, pale and wan, fanguifhed on 
the bed of ficknefs. Yet delufive 
hope ftill fhut out all fears of death, 
ftill promifed the returning bloom 
of health, and fhe anticipated the 
time, when fhe fhould, once more, 
mingle in the gay fcenes of life. 
At length, however, after having 
for feveral months thus vainly flat- 
tered herfelf with the hope of a 
recovery, fhe had become fo weak 
and emaciated, that fhe now, for 
the firft time, faw that fhe mutt 
foon die. Oh, the thought of dy- 
ing !—Like a voice from heaven 
pronouncing her doom, it filled 
her mind with a horror difficult to 
be defcribed. I: was new. It 
was fudden and awful. Strange 
as it may appear, it had never be- 
fore been realized. How much 
was to be done ?-—Her fears {tart- 
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Leonora. 


[ Jaw. 


ed up alarmed, and, for the fir(t 
time, fhe looked down—“ Oy 
what? A fathomlefs abyfs,—a 
dread eternity.”—She was now 
greatly terrified with a fenfe of 





her deplorable condition ; for the 
| had never ferioufly attended to re- 
| ligion. While her confcience con- 

vinced her that fhe was a finner, 
| fhe knew not the way of falva- 

tion. I was prefent when, at her 

requeft, a young clergymen had 
| called to vifit her, and was deeply 
| affeéted, at what paffed, at this 
interefting interview.—* Sir, | 
| have fent for you to come and fee 
me,” faid the trembling Leonora, 
in alow, hollow voice to the cler- 
gyman, while the tears gently 
flowed from her eyes; “ for, alas! 
I fee that I muft die.—I probably 
have but a few days longer to live.” 
—Her filter being prefent, bid 
her fhow her pale, emaciated hand 
and arm, and when Leonora held 
it forth, touched at the fight, her 
fifter clafped the arm with het 
hand, and bathed it in her tears. 
Leonora groaned, and repeated, 
* Oh, I muft—I muft die !— 
What will become of me! O my 
poor fou! ! Sir,” fhe continued, 
turning her ftreaming eyes upon 
the clergyman, “ I fear I am a fin- 
ner—I fear I am not prepared for 
this dreadful lot of man !”—* It 
you are a finner,”’ replied the cler- 
gyman, “ your duty is plain, be- 
fore you. You have often been 
taught it on the Sabbath, and now 
you fee how needful religion is to 
make you happy in the day of 
death.” “ Alas, I do not know 
my duty.—I am a poor ignorant 
creature !—I am going down to 
the gates of death, and where,— 
Oh! where is my hope ?—It 1s 
true,” fhe continued, compoling 
herfelf a little, I have attended 
meeting on the Sabbath, as much as 
other people of my age 5 but, alas: 
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I fee my folly, and it is too late. 
—I never went there to Jearn re- 
Jigion !—I {peak it to my fhame 
and forrow, I went for the pur- 
pofes of pride and fhow. My 
thoughts were not employed in the 
worfhip of God; nor were they 
fixed on heavenly things. I was 
infenfible of the price put into my 
hands to get wifdom !—I incon- 
fiderately abuied it, and now muft 
fuffer for it. What can I do— 
what fhall I do to be faved ?” 
‘** From this account of yourfelf,”’ 
replied the clergyman, “ you have 
truly reafon to tremble at the tho’ts 
of death, and dread the awful 
confequences of fuch an inconfid- 
erate life ; and it is to be feared, 
were you now to die, in this flate 
of mind, that you would be mif- 
erable forever. I will {tate to you 
the only pofhible way to find par- 
don and acceptance with God.” 
The clergyman did this in a very 
plain and feeling manner, and, af- 
ter praying with Leonora, left her 
to apply his difcourfe. After he 
was gone, fhe pondered upon his 
words—applied them to herfelf— 
faw, if they were true, fhe was in 
danger of eternal mifery, and be- 
came more alarmed than before, 
for afhort time. The clergyman, 
at her requeft, two or three days 
after, repeated his vifit. And 
though her fears were not wholly 
removed, yet fhehad begun to quar- 
rel with the juftice of God, and 
to comfort herfelf that fhe was not 
fo great a finner as the gofpel de- 
fcribed her to be. She tried to 


hope that the painful fenfations of | 


guilt which fhe had experienced 
were fufficient to atone for her 
paft offences, and to fecure her fu- 
ture happinefs. But, when fhe 
again heard a defcription of the na- 
ture of gofpel holinefs, and was 
fhown the infufliciency of her pref- 
ent views of God, again fhe trem- 
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bled for fear that all was loft. She 
was now more than ever diltrefled 
for her foul; and fo far as I could 
judge from what paffed, fhe ap- 
peared to be deeply imprefled with 
a conviction of her own deplorable 
condition asa finner, of her need 
of help from God, and that noth- 
ing but regeneration could fit her 
for death. Her tears, her cries, 
her prayers, at times, were enough 
to convince any one that refleed 
at all, that it 1s a fearful thing te 
fall a finner into the hands of the 
living God. And I began to 
hope, from this earneft feeking, 
that divine grace might, at this 
late hour, pluck her as a brand 
from the burnings. But Oh! 
painful to relate, her parents, fond 
of a beloved daughter, and igno- 
rant of the neceflity of regenera- 
tion could not endure fuch a troub- 
Jed mind in their daughter, in the 
laft days of her hfe. As fhey 
loved her, they thought the mutt 
be eternally happy, without fuf- 
fering fuch heart-rending pains for 
fin. They therefore fet themfelves 
at work to prevent, if peflible, 
any farther diftrefs of this nature. 
"They told her fhe was not fo great 
a ~ as the believed herlelf to 
be; that fhe had never been guilty 
of Pa: open and icandalous fins ; 
that fhe aa forrowed encugh for 
fin, and ought now to comfort 
herfelf ae “the doétrines of the 
gofpel were not fo ftrié as had 
been pretended ; and that fhe had 
no farther need of religious in- 
ftruétion. They perfuaded her 
not to fend any more for the cler- 
evman, left an explanation of the 
fcriptures fhould increafe her fears; 
and thus, from an over-fondrefs 
to the perifhing body of a dying 
daughter, they were, in all proba- 
bility, inftrumental of fealing up 
her immortal! foul to everlatting 
mifery. Yor, ina few days after, 
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the unhappy Leonora died, with- 

out any other hope of happinefs. 

“© © dreadful hour! When Ged draws 
near, 

And fets their crimes before their eyes! 

His wrath their guilty fouls fhail tear, 

And no deliv’rer dare to rife.” 


AMANA. 





For tHe Connecticutr Evan- 
GeELICAL MAGAZINE. 


Missrs. Epitors, 
IN confequence of fome feri- 


us impreflions on the minds of 


feveral perfons, who are enquiring 
what they fhall do to obtain falva- 
tion ; and confidering that many 
fuch may, probably, read your 
Magazine, I have fuggelted a few 
thoughis in the form of a letter, 
addreffed to a perfon of the above 
defcription ; which you may pub- 
lif or fupprefs, as you think 
proper. D. 


Otober 1800. 
Dear Frienp, 

ONSIDERING theanxiety 
of your mind, relative to 
your fpiritual concerns, and the 
danger of dependence on your 
own doings; I have, agreeably to 
your requelt, endeavored to fuggelt 
a few ideas for your inftruétion, 

which I think to be f{criptural. 
That all mankind are, by na- 
cure, in a {tate of enmity againft 
God, and oppofed to his holy law 
and government, we are abundant- 
Jy taught from his holy word ; and 
all, who are truly awakened to 
fee their own hearts, will read- 
ily acknowledge it. And while in 
fuch a {tate, they do nothing accep- 
table in the fight of God ; as the 
apoltle declares, Rom. viii. 8. “ So 
then, they that are in the flefh 
cannot pleafe God.”? Then what 
a dreadful fituation are thofe in, 





who are yet ina {tate of nature, | 
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being enemies to God, and doing 
all they do’ in oppofition to him! 
They are in a {tate of condemna- 
tion, and nothing but the flender 
thread of life, feparates them from 
eternal mifery. Nothing but fove. 
reign mercy holds them a fingle 
moment from the pit of deftruc. 
tion. 

You will probably afk; how 
fhall I get out of this deplorable 
ftate, and obtain the favor of God? 
I anfwer. You mutt repent and te. 
eve on the Lord Fefus Chrif. 
You mutt be regenerated, mutt have 
the enmity of your heart flain, the 
natural heart deftroyed, and an en- 
tirely new heart given ; apreeably 
to the words of our Saviour, John 
iit. 3. “ Verily, verily, I fay unto 
thee, except a man be born again, 
he cannot fee the kingdom of 
God.” ‘To be born again, a per- 
fon mult receive a new heart; a 
heart conformed to the moral im- 
age of God, delighting in holinefs 
for its own fake ; being difpofed to 
love God fupremely, to renounce 
all dependence on its own doings, 
and to truit wholly to Chrift, thro’ 
the atonement. 

People under awakenings, are 
exceedingly apt to think, that they 
mult do fomething themfelves, 
whereby they may recommend 
themfelves to the grace of God, 
and obtaia the pardon of fin. But 
here they miftake. Chrift mult be 
all in all, in the falvation of man- 
kind. A finner, who is endeavor- 
ing to obtain falvation by his own 
doings, or good works, 1s purfuing 
a wrong road ; one that will never 
lead to the paradife above. For, 
afinner, while in a {tate of nature, 
notwithftanding the greateft con- 
victions, the molt frequent prayersy 
and all his religious performances, 
by which he is endeavoring to 
grow better, and recommend him- 
telf to the favor of God, {till be- 
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comes more guilty in the fight of 
God, until his heart is regenera- 
ted. i.e. The more a finner is 
awakened, and the more he fees 
of the true charaéter of God, the 
more will his heart rife againft it, 
till it is fabdued by fovereign grace; 
till he is brought to renounce all 
dependence on himfelf, or his 
own doings, to give himfelf whol- 
ly to Chrift, and truft entirely to 
him. ‘Vhofe who are never bro’t 
to this, and made willing to be ia 

the hands of God, to be difpofed 

of as he fhall fee to be moft for 
his glory, can never obtain falva- 

tion. They muft be confidered 


-and treated as the enemies of God. 


In Chrift there is a fufficiency 
for all. He has made a complete 


atonement for fin, by bearing the , 


curfe of the law, and thereby ren- 
dering it confiftent, for God to 
fhow mercy; and the finner has 
nothing to do to purchafe falvation ; 
but mult receive it as a free un- 
merited pift, without money, and 
without price. I would net here 
be underftood, that we are not to 
pray, read the bible, or attend to 
external duties. Thefe are by no 
means to be omitted. But they 
are not to be performed with a view 
to merit any thing. For when we 
have done all, we are unprofitable 
fervants. 
be acceptable to God, muft be 
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importance of attending to your 
fpiritual concerns, be careful to 
obey the important call. Attend 
to the words of the apoftle, 1 Thef. 
v. 19. “ Quench not the fpirit.’’ 
This, probably, is not the firft 
time you have felt concerned about 
your foul ; but, perhaps, it may 
be the !aft, if you quench, or dif- 
regard it. If you do not receive 
Chrift now, and turn to God by 
unfeigned repentance, you have 
reafon to believe, that you will 
never be awakened again ; but that 
you will be left to perifh in your 
fins. 

But you will, perhaps, fay ; 
“I cannot turn myfelf. 1 cannot 
change my own heart and Jove 
God fupremely ” But let me 
tell you, that your cannot is owim 
only to a totally wicked heart. 
Your inability is wholly of the mor- 
al kind, for which you are crimi- 
nal. You have the fame natural 
ability to love God, that you have 
to love the world. And to fay 
you cannot will not excufe you. 
Cry to God. like Ephraim of old, 
faying, “* Turn thou me, and I 
fhall be turned.”” Jer. xxxi. 18, 
Seek Chrift by faith. He fays ; 


1 Afk and ye fhall receive, feek 
and ye fhall find.” 


If you would 


| obtain mercy of the Lord, throw 


Every religious duty, to | 


performed with humble obedience | 


to him, trufting wholly to the right- 
eoufnefs of Chrift as meritorious. 
Chrift fays, « I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life; 
cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.” John xiv. 6, Therefore, 
let me recommend you to Chrift, 
through whofe merits only, you 
can obtain the forgivenefs of jin, 
and acceptance in the fight of God. 
If the {pirit of God have now cal- 
led up your attention to eternal 
things, and caufed yeu to fee the 


no man | 


away all oppofition of heart to 


him and goto Chrift by repentance 


and faith And Oh, my friend, 
let nothing prevent you from re- 
ceiving Chrift, and fecuring the 
fa'vation of your immortal foul. 
Go to the bibe for inftruction. 
You will there find fufficient. 
That is the only infallible book to 
direct you in the path to heaven. 
God there pofitively declares, that 
fiuners miuft be converted, have their 
hearts changed and renewed by 
the Holy Spirit, or be finally mif- 
erable. Indeed, the bible affords 
matter of conviction, inftruction, 
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and comfort, more than any other 
book. ‘The Apoltle Paul fays to 
Timothy, “ All fcripture is given 
by infpiration of God, and is 
profitable for dodtrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for inftruction in 
righteoufnefs ; that the man of 
God may be perfeé, thoroughly 
furnifhed unto all good works.” 

I would therefore, commend 
you to God, and to the word of 
his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and give you an inheritance 
among all thofe who are fanétified. 
That God may fanétify your heart, 
give you comfort in believing in 
Chrift, and prepare you for his 
heavenly kingdom, is the fincere 
prayer of your affectionate friend, 
&c. 








Religious Intelligence. 


MISSIONARIES. 


R. DAVID BACON, 

Miflionary to the Weltern 
Indians, returned to Hartford a- 
bout the middle of December. 
Althe’ this was feveral months 
fooner than he was expected, yet 
it has not arifen from any circum- 
{tance unfavorable to the great ob- 
ject of his miffion, but quite the 
reverfe. The Indians whom he 
faw treated him in a friendly man- 
ner, and appeared difpofed to re- 
ceive Miflionaries among them ; 
but after the date of Mr. Bacon’s 
laft letter, they determined to {pend 
the winter months in hunting, and 
therefore nothing could be done 
towards inftructing them in religion 
till next fpring. He therefore 
chofe this as the moft proper time 
for returning. He has acquired 
much ufeful information on the fub- 
ject, which will greatly aid the 
Truftees in fyftematizing the future 


Religious Intelligence. 





plan of proceeding ; and it isa! 





Poeiry. (Jan. 
kind of information which could 
not be obtained in any other way, 
In confequence of his return, the 
Truftees were called to meet the 
goth of December, to attend to Pt 
the fubject ; ac which meeting it is 
expected Mr. Bacon will be direc- 
ted to return with enlarged powers 

of ading. 


¥ 
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ON Saturday, the 2oth of De. 
cember, Mr. Jofiah B. Andrews 
returned from a miffion to the new 
fettlements in the weftern counties 
of the {tate of New-York. 
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POULTRY. 
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The Bible. 
Eke blefled Book, be near my 
d heart ! 
What jey divine doft thou impar’. 
When, with delight, thy facred page 
My fix'd attention doth engage ! 


May light, & pow’r, and grace begiv'n, 
To thew the path that leads to heav'n; 
The precious promifes apply, 

And bring the great falvation nigh ! 


How kind is that inviting voice, 
Which bids me feek immortal joys! 
Nor lets the threat’nings would | prize, 
Which warn me where my danger lics. 


Both food and med’cine here I find, 
‘To nourifh and te heal the mind ; 
Hence fuitable fupplies 1 gain, 

In health or ficknefs, cafe or pain. 


Not all the wealth that mifers hoard, 
Such precious treafure can afford ' 
Nor can the joys of fenfe impart 
Such fatisfaction to the heart ! 


yhat thou commandeft me to do, 
With vigour would my foul purfue ; 
And learn, with equal zeal to fhun 
What thou forbiddeft to be done. 


Thou blefled book, be near my heart! 
And may I never with thee part ; 
From heedlefs youth to hoary age, 
Still let me love thy facred page. 








*.* Sundry articles of Religious 
Intelligence are omitted for want of 
room. 


